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Argentina’s captain Javier Saviola (left) and Fabricio Coloccini hold up the trophy after 
beating Ghana in the final of the FIFA World Youth Championship on Sunday night. 
Turn to pages 18 and back page for match details and more exclusive photos. 
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By Bert van Bedaf 


lhe long awaited coup to 
unseat the current board 
of Soccer Australia is in 
the making. The entire Soccer 
Australia board is about to be 
sacked and new members elected 
next month, 

‘The fresh election is expected to 
shift the weight of board support 
behind current chairman Tony 
Labozzetta, who has been battling 
a hostile board for some months, 

Soccer Australia has sent a 
notice of a general meeting to 
stakeholders to elect new board 
members, including chairman and 
deputy chairman, 

The notice, backed by more 
than “10 per cent of the total voting 
strength of Soccer Australia”, calls 
for a general meeting to be held on 
Saturday, August 4, 2pm, at the 
Hilton Hotel, Sydney Airport. The 
meeting failed to go ahead on June 
30, because there was not enough 
time to give stakeholders the 
required 21 days’ notice. 

Several resolutions will be put 
before the stakeholders meeting. 
They are: 

(i) that “all current directors 
(are) to be removed”, 


By John Economos 


OLLONGONG 
WOLVES, Australia’s 
National League cham- 


pions for the past two seasons, are 
most dissatisfied with the compen- 
sation muted to be $1.45 million 
that FIFA is prepared to offer 
each of the 12 clubs following the 
sensational cancellation of next 
month's World Club 
Championship that was to be 
staged in La Coruna, Spain. 

As Club Champions of Oceania, 
and thus a starter in Spain, 
Wollongong initially stood to reap at 
Teast $ 5 million for just qualifying 
for the last 12. 

An angry Wollongong Wolves 
‘Chairman, Mr Joe Cachia, stated last 
night to ABSW: “It’s most disap- 
pointing that this amount of money 


(2) “to accept the nomination of 
Mr Ian Knop as nominee of the 
National Soccer League clubs and 
Mr Steve Doszpot as nominee of 
the members of Soccer Australia” 
(as decribed in the articles of asso- 
ciation), 

(3) “that a secret ballot be held 
to clect replacement directors as 
follows; Mr Tony Labbozetta in 
lieu of Mr Les Avory, Mr lan Knop 
in liew of Mr Tony Labbozzetta, 
Mr Steven Doszpot in lieu of Mr 
Joe Brondolino, Mr Walter Bugno 
in lieu of Mr Greg Woods, 

(4) “that a secret ballot be held 
to elect a chairman of the board, 

(5) “that a secret ballot be held 
to elect a deputy chairman of the 
board. “= 

Stakeholders between the coup. 
are believed to be Queensland, 
ACT, Tasmania, Western Australia 
and the Northern Territory. 
Victoria publicly declared itself to 
be against a coup. New South 
Wales is yet openly to declare its 
hand. 

NSL clubs involved in the coup 
are believed to be Adelaide City, 
South Melbourne, Melbourne 
Knights, Canberra, Sydney United, 
Marconi, Sydney United and 
Wollongong. 


Ronnie Corry: 
Wollongong’s coach. 

is only what we stand to be paid. 

“We were guaranteed at least $5 
million for just getting to Spain- win 
lose or draw we were promised we'd 
get $5 million which was going to be 
basic, 

“Now all that has disappeared, 

“We, (the Club), still have not 
been officially notified by FIFA of 
the final figure we are supposed to be 


$3.30 


GST INCLUSIVE 


lan Knopp 

‘The new elections are expected 
to see Tony Labbozgetta re-elected 
as Soccer Australia chairman for 
three-and-a-half years and Tan 
Knop becoming NSL chairman in 
Labbozzetta’s place. A SA deputy 
chairman would need to be elected 
from the new board members in 
place of Woods. 

Bugno, managing director of 
beer giant Lion Nathan, Doszpot 
(Soccer Canberra) and Gray 
(NSW) are perceived as favourable 
to Labbozzetta, 

The notice was signed by David 
Woolley, (SA) chief executive, 
“for and on behalf of the board of 
Soccer Australia”, 


gelting paid. 

“(t's all coming out from the inter- 
national media, 

“However I can assure you that 
Wollongong Wolves will be launch- 
ing a legal challenge over this mat- 
ter,” threatened the South Coast busi-- 
nessman, 

The no-nonsense Mr Cachia then 
went on to add; “FIFA has already 
said that, subject to any recovery 
from the collapse of its bankrupt 
marketing company, (ISL/ISMM), 
there could be more paid to the 12 
clubs. S 

“There is still another problem. Is 
the World Club Championship going 
to be re-instated next year? This also 
has not been ratified, 

“We'll just have to wait and see 
till we hear officially from FIFA. 
‘Then we'll take it from there,” ended 
Mr Cachia, 


(*) ABSW 
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VICTORIA: 


Colosimo joins Tiatto § 


in Manchester City 


occeroo and South 

Melbourne Soccer Club 

defender Simon Colosimo 

has signed a two-year deal with 

English First Division side, 
Manchester City. 

Colosimo was expected to fly 


out of Australia last week to join 
his new side for the commence- 
ment of pre-season training, and 
will link up with fellow 
Australian and Socceroo team- 
mate, Danny Tiatto. 

“I'm extremely happy to be 


Aussie Mark Shield 
in World Cup action 


ustralian referee Mark 
AS was in the middle 

last Thursday morn- 
ing(AEST) in the semi-final of 
the Under 20 World Youth 
Championship, just-concluded 
in Argentina. 

The match, between, Egypt 
and Ghana in Cordoba, saw 
Ghana emerging winners 2-0. 
Shield has previously officiated 
in two group matches in the tour- 
nament, those being the clash 
between Ecuador Vs Ethiopia, 
and France Vs Paraguay. 

Shield’s appointment capped 
off a great couple of months, the 
28 year old having recently offi- 
ciated at both the East Asia 
Games in Osaka, and also in the 
National Soccer League Top Six 
series. 

Prior to that, Shield also refer- 
eed a quarterfinal of the Under- 
16 European Championship in 


"Israel last year, as well as having 


officiated at the Under-17 FIFA 


RELIEVED COSMOS NOW 


World Youth Championship in 
New Zealand in 1999. 

His rise in the international 
rankings is mirrored by that of 
Simon Micallef, who has recent- 
ly returned from refereeing duties 
at the Confederations Cup in 
Korea, and who also refereed the 
bronze medal match at the 
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 

“It is great for refereeing in 
Australia, and is a massive vindi- 
cation of what we've put into ref- 
ereeing in this country,” said 
National Director of Referees, 
Gary Power, 

“We have now achieved back 
to back referees on the World 
Youth Cup Semi-Final as well as 
® bronze medal match at the 
Olympics, and it proves that the 
refereeing standard in this coun- 
try is doing well at all levels. 
Mark is a great refereeing talent” 
and will undoubtedly improve in 
years to come”, Power conclud- 
ed, 


Joining a great club with a proud 
history such as Manchester City”, 
said Colosimo. 

“I spoke to Danny and we've 
arranged to meet up when I 
arrive. 

Amongst other things, Danny 
and I discussed the fact that we 
may each take one side of the 
park, with Danny on the left, and 
me on the right”, 

The 22-year old joined South 
Melboume in January following 
the demise of his previous club 
Carlton, and played 18 matches 
and scored two goals in his short 
stint with the Albert Park club. 


Simon Colosimo: Off to England where he'll lace boots‘for 
Manchester City. 


Ghanian players celebrating a goal against Egypt at the World Youth Championships. 
Inset is Australian referee, Mark Shield wha,refereed the game. 


SEEK SA RESTRUCTURE 


By Graham Cooke 


Western Australia, 
Tasmania have voiced support for the 


reform group. 


Queensland, and 


Kingz Clearout 
Foreign Imports 


ermany-born Andy 
Bluhm, Chilean striker 
Aaron Silva and Argentine 


goalkeeper Julio Cuello have all 
been shown the door at Auckland- 


Doszpot rejected the ‘rebel’ tag that has 
been placed on the group by some officials. 

“We are far from being rebels," he said. 
“We have done everything by the book and 
used constitutional methods to express our 
dissatisfaction. There has been no question 
of breakaway competitions or anything of 
that nature. 

“If anything, it is Soccer Australia who 
have acted unconstitutionally by delaying 
the date for a special general meeting to 
August 4, well beyond the 21 days which is 
the required notice for such a meeting. 
Maybe they believe that by delaying they 
will take some of the fire out of the issue. 
‘We shall see.” 


based Football Kingz by new boss 
Mickey Petersen. 

Football Kingz General Manager, 
Chris Turner confirmed last week 
that the three imports have since 
been released from their contracts, 

Another German striker, Dennis 
Ibrahim, who emerged as the club’s 
highest goalscorer last season, is still 
required by the club to stay-on, even 
though he is out-of-contract and yet 
to re-sign. 

There are rife rumours however 
that the gangling striker is attracting 
interest from an Austrian clubside, 
while National Soccer League side, 
Parramatta Power, have also made 
enquiries about him. 

Another striker, Silva is reported- 
ly being chased by the Melbourne 
Knights. Turner added that only five 
players — New Zealand intemnation- 
al Harry Ngata, Jonathan Perry, Che 
Bunce, Levent Osman and Sean 
Douglas — were Certain to don the 
club’s colours for the 2001/2002 sea- 
son, which kicks-off in October. 
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Doszpot says the decision to rein- 

state Canberra Cosmos and 
Brisbane Strikers in the National Soccer 
League will make no difference to his 
group’s plans to seek a spill of places on 
the board of Soccer Australia, 

“Of course I am delighted the Cosmos 
and Brisbane are back in, but if anything 
this emphasises the stupidity of excluding 
them in the first place,” he said. 

“Tt means the two clubs have been dis- 
criminated against because they now have 
to start preparations for the new season a 
month behind the other 12.” 

Doszpot said he was a member of a group 
that were seeking places on the Soccer 
Australia board. “We have no confidence in 
the current board structure and we believe 
we can assist in achieving meaningful 
reform of the game in Australia,” he said. 

The group includes the president of the 
NSW Soccer Federation, Peter Gray, the 
deputy chairman of the National Soccer 
League executive, Ian Knop, and the man- 
aging director of Lion Nathan Australia, 
Walter Bugno. Doszpot said a representative 
from the Seven Network would also be 
inyited to join the board as an independent 


S== Canberra president Steve 


Steve Doszpot: “... no confidence in 
the current board..." 
director. 

“Should we be elected, we intend to 
launch a plan centred around 100 days of 
positive action,” he said. 

One of the initial moves would be the 
granting of more autonomy to the National 
Soccer League, but other items scheduled 
for review are policies relating to television 
and marketing, corporate participation, clos- 
er links with the Asian region and a new 
focus on the relationship with the 
Professional Footballers Association. 

Representatives of state federations in 


while Cosmos chairman Danny, 
loulis said he was elated with the 
reinstatement, but agreed with Doszpot that 
the club should never have been dumped in 
the first place. 
“T still believe reform is needed,” he said. 
While the club would be at a disadvan- 
tage with their preparations, this was almost 
a luxury compared with last season when 
the Cosmos had only a few weeks to get a 
team together after coming out of receiver- 
ship. ’ 
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occer Gets Tough In Protecting Its Referees 


By John Economos 


‘OW many times 
haye we all heard 
that common 


question, ‘Who would 
want to be a referee?’. 
And with good reason. 

Well last week a Sydney 
newspaper carried = an 
unsavoury article, that most 
unfortunately _—_ directly, 
(again), related to Soccer. 

Two 17 year old players 
had attacked a referee dur- 
ing an amateur game, 

Both teenagers were 
later banned for 10 years 
from playing Soccer. 

After this violent attack, 
the match referee that had 
officiated in an Under 18s 


Simon Micallef: Sydney NSL referee. 


game, was left with a 
smashed bloodied face and 
a cut finger. 

The ban was swiftly 
imposed as the NSW 
Soccer Federation since 
April, has trained all its ref- 
erees to report to the Police 
all violent assaults and 
abuse inflicted on them at 
matches they officiate. 

One of the teenagers in 
this latest case of violence 
towards a referee, was a 
goalkeeper. 

The hot tempered goalie 
was shown the Red Card 
after he raced up to the ref- 
eree, abused him and 
knocked his hat off after 
the ref had awarded a goal 
against the ‘keeper's team. 

Immediately following 


the “keeper’s dismissal, the 
second teenager ran up 
behind the referee and 
knocked him to the ground. 

Once the ref regained his 
feet, he immediately 
showed the second offend- 
er also a Red Card. 

A recent study that was 
done has révealed that 
physical violence and 
abuse towards all referees 
in many amateur sports 
right across the State of 
NSW, is on an alarming 
increase. 

A NSW Basketball offi- 
cial last week in Sydney, 
underlined that referees in 
his sport were constantly 
subjected to abuse from 
players, parents as wellas 
spectators. 


Cosmos offer ‘Milan’ new deal 
as rebuilding process starts 


T: Board of Cosmos 
Football Club met 
oyer the weekend to 
lay down plans for the club 
in the upcoming season, 
and for the development of 
the club in medium term, 
highlight of which was an 
offer of a new three-year 
contract for — Milan 
Milovanovic as Head 
Coach. 

Also, a re-signing of play- 
ers the club wishes to retain 
will commence immediate- 
ly, on 18 July for pre-season 
training, with Miloyanovic 
authorised to ascertain the 
interest and availability of 
some top-flight new recruits 
as yet unsigned by other 
clul 

A coaching shortlist was 
drawn up for the part time 
Youth Team/Assistant 
Coach position, with an 
offer to he made‘once terms 
have heen agreed with 
Milovanoyie. 


Kick-off times for 
2001/2002 season games 
were determined, with 


Sunday 6.00pm at the start 
of the season, Saturday 
7.00pm in the middle third 
of the season and Friday 
7.00pm for the final third 
(all subject to NSL 


ateeite 


feos 


Mike Milovanovic: 
Canberra Cosmos 
Coach. 
approval), giving more vari- 
ety to suit more Canberrans 

wanting to see the action, 


YDNEY OLYMPIC 
tomorrow night, 
(Wednesday), is staging 


an ‘Open Forum’ at which the 
Club's General manager, 
Peter Raskopoulos will be on 
hand to address the 
Supporters. 

Raskopoulos will make him- 
self available to answer qu 
tions on a range of topies con- 
cerning the Club 

“The Supporters had asked 
me to answer their questions on 
the Internet for them. 


Shclls & Fitness 
ror  SOCcenr 


Prepare yourself for the finals, incoming 
trials & pre-season, 

Be coached for speed, skills & fitness 
by an ex-Soccer NSL First Grader and 
A Level 3 Coach, who 
will come to your area. 
Players Of All Ages Welcome. 


Ring O411 516 174 anytime 


OPEN FORUM AT 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


Amendments to share- 
holder entitlements under 
the Articles of the company, 
to better attract external 
investment, to be presented 
for approval at the annual 
general meeting of the com- 
pany in late July; a staff’ 
restructuring in the office, 
with Cosmos seeking to 
appoint an Administration 
and Finance Manager and 
two sales persons as soon as 
possible (to be advertised, 
but immediate applications 
welcome), to augment our 
existing Marketing and 
Team Administration staff 
members; finalisation of all 


Peter Raskopoulos: 
General manager. 
“However | felt it would be 
much better to meet them face 
to face and give them answers 
to the best of my ability,” stated 
Raskopoulos to ABSW last 

night. 

This inaugural Question and 
Answer Session has been insti- 
gated by the Olympic 
Supporters’ Club and will give 
its Members the opportunity to 
get the facts straight on a num- 
ber of issues regarding 
Olympic. 

Issues such as a possible new 
home ground, (Sharks Park), 
new signings and any other 
items concerning their Club, 

Kick off time has been set 
down for 7 pm at the Sydney 
Olympic Sporting Club, situat- 


sponsorship and member- 
ship packages, with 
upgrades available for addi- 
tional hospitality and sig- 
nage depending on support- 
ersf requirements. 

In addition, a change to 
the age entitlement for the 
National Youth Lgague will 
allow the return to UC 
Youth Cosmos of more of 
last year’s —_ players. 
Eligibility for 2001/2002 
will be for those players 


born from 1 January 1983 
onwards. Announcements 
about youth team trials will 
be made when coaching 
appointments are finalised. 
At the board meeting, 
directors acknowledged the 
great sentiment of this com- 
munity for the retention of 
the club in the NSL, and 
noted that it is these people 
and businesses that both sus- 
tain the club and enjoy the 
entertainment provided. 


A NSW Rugby League 
Amateur official endorsed 
for his sport what the 
Basketball 
declared about his game. 

He stated that such abuse 
and violence towards refer- 
ees in Rugby League was 
the chief reason for 60% of 
RL. referees giving the 
game away at the end of 
each season. 

Here are some statistics 
for concern, regarding the 
“Men In Black’: 

Basketball in NSW has 


part in the trial 


official had. 


Please be advised that the Marconi 
Stallions will be holding trials for their 
Under 19 National Youth League Team. 

Details are as follows: 


WHEN: Mon 30th July + Wed Ist August 
Mon 6th August + Wed 8th August 


WHERE: Marconi Stadium — Field 2 
(off Restwell Road, Behind Main Grandstand) 


TIME: Be there 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start 


PLEASE NOTE: * Players must bring writ- 
fen approval from their current club to take 


3,500 referees but at the 
end of each season loses at 
least 50% of them: 

Rugby League has just 
over 3,000 referees nation- 
ally, but by the end of each 
season an alarming 60% of 
them hand in their whistles. 

NSW Soccer--employs 
3,000 referees and loses a 
third of them by the end of 
each season, 

So it’s no wonder we 
consistently bear, ‘Who 
wants to be a referee?’ 


/ 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES SOCCER ACADE i 


Parramatta Melita Eagles Soccer Club Ltd has recently finalised an Agreement with Manchester United Football Club 
ple to operate a Soccer Academy in Oceania, based in Sydney. 


‘The Academy will identify, develop and train talented young players in the 1] to 17 years age groups. Selected players 
will play for Parramatta Eagles in the New South Wales Super Youth League and Super Cadet League competitions, 


Parramatta Eagles invite applications for the position of Director of Coaching within the Academy. This is a.full time 

role, and will include the following responsibilities: 
| Implementation of the coaching curriculum within the Academy. 

J Appointment and management of all coaches within the Academy. 

1 Be actively involved in the identification and development of talented young Soccer players. 

| Liaise with senior management of both Manchester United and Parramatta Eagles, 

Initiate forward planning for the Academy — both in terms of coaching and promotion and 

development of the Academy throughout Oceania. 


The Director of Coaching will be highly experienced in coaching elite youth players, 


e suitable 


hing quulifica- 


tions and perhaps have a background in playing at a high level, either domestically or overseas. The Director of 
Coaching will also have excellent communication and interpersonal skills, have general 
commercial experience and perhaps have tertiary sports education qualifications. 


‘Anattractive remuneration package commensurate with experience is-available to the selected applicant. 


Application should be submitted in writing to the Chairman, Academy Management Council, Parramatta Eagles 
Soccer Academy, Melita Stadium, Everley Rd, Chester Hill, NSW. 2162. 


MELITA STADIUM 


OFFICIAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PARTNER OF 


MANCHESTER UNITED IN OCEANIA. 


EVERL 
AUSTRAI 


CHESER Hil 
A PHON! 97 


+61 2 9644 6 


NEW SOUTH WAL 
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AUL BLANCO, former 
Olympic Games coach 
of Australia, is not a believ- 
er that come November, 
Australia will face Brasil in 
her final hurdle to get to the 
World Cup Finals next year 
in Japan/Korea. 
Blanco, (born in 


Due to the unworkable 
environment that had surfaced 
oyer the past three months or 
so by the incumbent Board of 
Commissioners, the frustrat- 
ed, (let alone, embarrassed), 
Stakeholders, (all State 
Federations and the NSL), 
were forced to call for a pre- 


Raul Blanco: Australia will not have to battle 


against Brasil. 


Argentina, but who has 
lived most of his life in 
Australia), firmly believes, 
(as does Australia’s coach 
Frank Farina), that Brasil 
will climb into the ‘Final 
Four’ of the South 
American countries and 
thus avoid a play-off against 
Australia, 

“Rivalry is so fierce in 
South America, that apart 
from Argentina, places for 
second, third and fourth can 
changed dramatically 
before their last qualifiers 
are played,” Blanco evaluat 
ed. 

Blanco-went on to elabo- 
rate: “The next set of South 
American qualifiers are to 
he played in August, 

“The very last game 
could decide the outcome, 

“Brasil has to play 
Paraguay at home. 

“Tf they should lose, then 
Brasil is in serious trouble 
and will be fighting for her 
fife. 

“But remember, Brasil is 
Brasil and one must never 
forget this fact. 

“Here we are talking 
about one of the World's 
most devoted Soccer nations 
which at the moment, things 
are not what they used to be 
for. Brasil, 

“On the other hand 
Paraguay is @ nation that 
today, believes in its own 
ability. 

“No country besides 
Argentina, can afford to feel 
comfortable that they will 
qualify,” Blanco summed 
up, 
The last of the South 
American qualifiers will be 
played on November 14th, 

Q030 


IOCCER AUSTRALIA’s 

new elections have provi- 
Sionally been pencilled in to 
take place on Saturday, 4th of 
August. 


Peter Gray: President 
of NSW Federation, will 
stand as a 
Commissioner for 
Soccer Australia. 


mature election of a fresh 
Board. 

_ The Stakeholders had 
served a notice of no confi- 
dence to Soccer Australia on 


June 15th, 
033 
HE NORTHERN SPIR- 
IT FC. last week 


launched an ambitious drive 
to take the Club back to its 
grass root levels with a vigor- 
ous campaign to restore the 
Northern Spirit as a yard stick 
for other clubs in the NSL to 


follow. 

All Junior players will 
revert to the ‘all white’ home 
strip and will be given Free 
Passes to all of the Spirit's 
home games. 

The Spirit's marketing 
objectives blue-printed for the 
coming new season, are: 

a) Home strip reverts to the 
“all white’, as first used in 
Season 1998/99. 

b) Spirit Loyalty Cards, 
(22,000 in a wallet), for Free 
Entry to North Sydney Oval 
for all Spirit home matches 
being given to all the regis- 
tered Juniors in the 
Gladesville Hornsby, Ku- 
Ring-Gai and = Manly 
Warringah Associations. 

c) A post match function 
with the Spirit players for all 
Northern Spirit Members, 

d) The signing of a new 
strip manufacturing and mer- 
chandising deal with Classic 
Sportswear’ to enable a wider 
and more economic range of 
products will be made avail- 
able to all the Spirit fans. 

e) The introduction of a 
new Spirit Mascot to broaden 
entertainment value for Junior 
fans, 

f) Club Nights to be staged 
at the North Sydney Oval for 
all 99 Soccer Clubs in 


Norther Sydney. 
8) More attractive 
Membership packages will be 


put together for next season. 

h) Birthday Parties to be 
organised for Children at 
Spirit home games. 

i) Special nights to be 
staged at North Sydney Oval 
for example on Mothers’ 
Days Ladies’ Day, Valentine's 
Day in an effort to boost 
female attendances at Spirit 
home matches, 

j) School excursions to 
North Sydney Oval for chil- 
dren to watch the Spirit NSL 
‘squad train. 

k) A Spirit Cup Day for 
Junior schools ip Northern 
Sydney with the Final played 
at North Sydney Oval before a 
Spirit home match. 

I) Higher presence at 
Registration/grading/presen- 
tation/grand final days for all 
Junior clubs. 

m) The introduction of 
Northern Spirit Liaison 
Officers at all 99 Junior clubs, 
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URPRISE, SURPRISE. 

Last week Soccer 
Australia made an embar- 
rassing 180 degree turn and 
officially declared that the 
temporarily _ostracised 
Brisbane Strikers and the 
Canberra Cosmos teams. 
would be re-instated into the 
National League for the new 
Season starting in October. 

And all this despite the 
absolute threats and guar- 
antees that the League as 
from next Season would 
‘definitely be reduced’ to a 
compact 12. 

‘Good Oil’ is neither in 
favour of a 12, 14 or 16 team 
League. 

The number of teams in 
reality is totally irrelevant. 

What is relevant to ‘Good 
Oil’, is quality management 
plus 2 quality, honest and 
most serious existence in the 
League, 


That’s all that matters, 
Now that Brisbane and 
Canberra have won their 
respective reprieves, what 
plans have they now blue- 
printed to justify their sheer 
existence in the major 
League? 

If they are going to be just 
happy to be back in the 
League to make up the num- 
bers, both Clubs then most 
certainly, would have been 
far-better off to have been 
tossed out. 

Any Club failing to draw 
a serious and honest paying 
crowd of at least 5,000 in the 
NSL, is wasting everybody's 
time, let alone money. 

Qo00 

TILL on the Canberra 

Cosmos. 

Which season can the 
Canberra Cosmos, (or 
Arrows, or Downer Olympic, 
or City), can honestly say it 
has seriously challenged for 
the National — League 
Championship? 

Canberra SHOULD have a 
team ina National League. 

But it should also be very 
serious in challenging for 
honours, EVERY season. 

Finances are not the epito- 
me to success. 


John Kosmina: The Brisbane Strikers’ coach. 


Nothing else matters. 

By the above, ‘Good Oil’ 
very, very simply means: 

Can each NSL Club, (not 
only Brisbane and 
Canberra), balance its 
books every season without 
falling over (eg Carlton, 
Eastern Pride, Collingwood 
‘ete, etc? 

Can each Club attract a 
reasonably healthy and con- 
sistent crowd to its home 
matches? 

Can each Club, draft 
under its own umbrella a 
region, or reservoir, of 
Junior teams? 

Can each Club provide a 
definite and serious ‘corri- 
dor’ that is able to traffic its 
very own young talent com- 
ing through. 

By that, we simply mean 
an avenue through which 
Junior talent can easily and 
clearly be able to step up 
from his Junior team and 


. into the Mother Club’s NSL 


squad? 


Real professional MAN- 
AGEMENT is, 

Once you have this firmly 
nailed into any Club's struc- 
ture, money will flood into 
that Club’s coffers. 

Having high profiled iden- 
tities on your Club's Board of 
Directors is NOT profession- 
al, and certainly NOT the 
answer. 

One such fledgling NSL 
Club some three years ago, 
studded its Board with high 
profiled politicians. 

In fact it had a galaxy of 
‘stars’, 

But NOT one, not a single 
one, was a ‘goalscorer’ for 
THAT Club. 

Soccer Australia itself fol- 
lowed this formula and did the 
very same thing some four 
years ago. 

What happened in both 
cases? 

Must we name these peo- 
ple? 

Disaster in both areas ... 
that’s what, 


Mike Milovanovic; Canberra’s NSL coach, 


Where are all these ‘Soccer 
people’ today? 

All of them were NOT 
Soccer people with Soccer 
savy, let alone a Real passion 
for our Code. 

All had ‘climbed’ into 
Soccer to see what they could 
‘drain’ from Soccer. 

Getting back to Canberra, 

Today, Canberra is, in theo- 
ry at least, well on its way to 
that very ‘Real Management’ 
ALL Clubs urgently need to 
survive, 

First let's look at 
Canberra's current President, 

Danny Moulis ... young ... 
highly educated ,.. graduate 
in LAW. But even far, far 

More importantly, this one 
Danny Moulis a former NSL 
player. 

Better still...Moulis is a for- 
mer Australian inigrnational. 

In other words, been there, 
done that, 

Next .., Canberra's current 
coach. 

Mike Milovanovic .., edu- 
cated ... former NSL player 

- and again ... a former 
Australian international, 

Again ... been there .., 
done that, 

Both of these guys are 
NOT politicians, 

Both are REAL Soccer 
people, with Real Soccer 
savvy, plus most of all, a Real 
PASSION for the Code, 

‘Good Oil’ goes on record 
as of today. 

Watch out for the Canberra 
Cosmos over the next two 
years or so. 

The ‘Cannons’ did it, the 
‘Raiders’ did it, and in more 
recent times, the ‘Brumbies’ 
have done it. 

It’s over to you Danny and 
‘Milo’. 

Australia is watching and 
waiting. 

The very best of luck. 

Qo04 
OBBIE SLATER, the 
lorthern Spirit's Club 
captain, will take on an 
increased marketing role 
with the Club for the com- 
ing new season, 

Slater stated last week: 
“Everyone at the Club has 
done a lot of listening over 
the past eight or nine‘ 
months and everything 


pointed towards just one 
thing—the people of the 
area and the Junior Soccer 
Clubs, 

“In our first season, 
North Sydney Oval was full 
of kids and families. 

“We are concentrating on 
working with the local cont- 
munities to welcome those 
people back and to give 
them something to connect 
themselves with —_ the 
Northern Spirit. 

“Our introduction of the 
‘Spirit Loyalty Cards’ for 
all Junior Soccer players is 
the ideal example of the 
‘Back to the Future’ theme 
the Northern Spirit will be 
employing in the lead up to 
the start of the NSL’s new 
season ine October,” Slater 
ended, 

The Spirit Club is mailing 


Robbie Slater; The 
Spirlt’s Club captain. 
out 22,000 letters to all the 
registered Junior Soccer 
players of the three affiliat- 
ed Associations with an 
enclosed registration form 
to obtain their own ‘Spirit 
Loyalty Card’ entitling 
them to free entry to all 

Spirit home matches. 
Qo00 3 
IHE NEW NSL Season 
has been scheduled to 
kick off on October the Sth 
2001. 

The Grand Final after 26 
League Rounds haye been 
played, has been set down for 
May 12th 2002. 

The Wollongong Wolves, 
the current League 
Champions; for the second 
consecutive year will be out to 
fiercely defend their title. 


Coach and former 
Australian World Cup goal- 
keeper, Ronnie Corry, despite 
having lost four key players 
during the current off season, 
has swifily moved to bolster 
his squad with five new sign- 
ings. 


Real’s bankers were getting 
very concerned about 
Madrid’s overdraft that had 
crossed the critical half bil- 
lion dollar mark. 
Easy come, easy go. 
guaa 


Ronnie Corry: Australia’s League championship 
winning coach. 


Corry quietly is still looking 
at another player to target onto 
Wollongong’s pay-roll. 

Qaag 


INEDINE ZIDANE is 

about to officially bail 
out from the Italian 
Aristocrats, Juventus, some- 
time this week. 

Following many weeks of 
speculation about the French 
World Cup wizard’s possible 
departure, it now looks 
almost certain that the bald- 
ing Frenchman will join 
Spain’s hot-shots, Real 
Madrid. 

The — obscene-spending 
Spaniards are believed to be 
more than ready to splash 
out a globe-shattering Aust 
$136 million for Zidane’s 
‘bus fare’ to the Spanish cap- 
ital, 

And remember, it’s only a 
few short months ago that 


females. 


for these teams. 


‘overseas with the teams. 
should be addressed to: 
The Secretary 


Assoc. Inc. 
6 Henley Close, 


Futsal Indoor Soccer 
Coaches and Managers 


Australian Futsal Indoor Soccer Youth Teams will be 
touring New Zealand, Brazil, Canada and Thailand in 
November/December 2001. The teams will be 13,14, 
U15,16 & 19-year-old males, and 15,17 & 19-year-old 


Applications are invited from suitably qualified and 
experienced persons to act as Managers and Coaches 


You must be committed to Futsal Indoor Soccer and be 
available between August and November for team 
preparation, and during November/December to travel 


Applications detailing qualifications and experience 
Australian Indoor Soccer (Futsal Five-A-Side) 


Castle Hill NSW 2154 
Applications close 18th July 2001 


For further information, contact Stan Fisk on 
9629 1800, Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm 


‘Austratian Indoor Soccer (Futsal Five A Side) Asso« 


YTEC GENC, Sydney 

United's midfield captain, 
has a new position with his 
Club in administration. 

United have installed Gene 
as its Strategic Development 
Manager. 

The position entails a bit of 
everything stemming from 


Aytec Genc: Strategic Development Manager at 
United. 


Youth Development, 
Marketing, Sponsorships plus 
some, Media work for Sydney 
United. 


Brett Lee: One of Australia’s 
three pace bowlers. 


Qa90, 

|HE SEVEN NETWORK 

throughout the last NSL 
season, continued to ignore 
the pleas of their ‘treasured 
Soccer viewers’, despite con- 
sistent howling cries of com- 
plaints that bombarded 
Seven’s Sports’ Department 
regarding the Channel's late 
night shambles coverage of 
the NSL. 

Lest we forget, let’s recap. 

‘The Seven Network, (from 
Day One, or is that Morning 
One), screened its NSL high- 
lights package just after mid- 
night every Tuesday night. 

One would automatically 
believe that Seven was cer- 
tainly ‘anti Soccer’. 

Such was Seven’s derelict, 
(but obliged), treatment of 
Soccer. 

“Not true”, now states 
‘Good Oil’. 

No less ‘derelict’ to that of 
Seven’s current treatment of 
the England Ashes Test 
Series. 

Want proof? Read on. 

First of all, in the First 

Test, (which Australia 

won in the early hours of 

Monday a.e.s.t.), the 

yesterday, three 

opening 
sessions were 
never telecast. 

Horrific stuff. 

But wait, there's more. 

Late last Sunday night, 
England was shown bat- 
ting in its Second Innings, 
with Australia having the 
Poms well under the 
4 hammer and certainly 
steaming to victory with- 
out possibly having to bat 
again. 

Just after midnight, 
England was standing at 
2 wickets for 99 with 
Butcher and Trescothick 
gallantly, (but in vain), 
fighting to steer their 
team away from defeat. 

Suddenly across the 
bottom of our screens a 
set of video-graphics ran 

the 


message.nn’Australia has 

won the First Test by an 

innings and 118 runs’... 
Great stuff. 


One second England is 
down by two wickets with 
Butcher and Trescothick at 
the crease, the very next sec- 
ond England had ‘mysteri- 
ously’ lost gnother eight 
wickets that ‘Joe Public’ 
must have blinked and did- 
n't see, 

As any Pom will tell 
you..."That’s just not crick- 
et’. 

So you can see that Seven 
is consistent. 

Consistently bad that is. 

Imagine if the Nine 
Network, (that for the past 
24 years had exclusively cov- 
ered cricket), had dished up 
the rubbish coverage that 
Seven screened very early 
yesterday (Monday) morn- 
ing. 

What would have been the 
public’s outcry? 

Let’s see what Seven does 
for the Second Test starting 
at Lords next week? 

One thing Soccer must be 
most thankful for, is that the 
Seven Network did not gain 
next year’s World Cup free- 
to-air rights. 

— 9000 
|OUTH SYDNEY’s Rugby 
League legal victory last 

week that will see them return 
next year to the NRL, proved 
positively emotional for 
almost all sports fans, (Soccer 
included), throughout 
Australia. 

‘The Australian sports fan 


from almost Day Dot, has sup- ~ 


ported the underdog. 

The traditionally famous 
RL. colours of Red and 
Green, that in years gone by 
had been proudly worn by 
such Souths’ legends as Test 
stars Clive Churchill, lan 
Moir, Bernie Purcell, John 
Sattler, John O'Neill, Bobby 
McCarthy etc, have now been 


revived through successful liti- 
gation. 

Why are we talking about 
Rugby League in a Soccer 
paper? 

Simple. 

Souths’ case can teach 
Australian Soccer a real les- 
son. 

Souths’ most significant 
fighting crusader in the Club's 
tenacious two year battle to 
win back its right to play in the 
N.R.L., has been none other 
than President and former 
Souths player himself, George 
Piggins. 

A battler, self-made man, 
with little formal education, 
Piggins has proven to the 
Australian public that he is a 
real leader, a man of the peo- 
ple, brave, not a politician but 
areal man. 

When questioned about 

recruiting new players for 
Souths coming days back in 
the Big Time, one of Piggins’ 
very first public promises he 
laid down, was: 
‘We don’t want drug-takers, 
‘We want respectable citi- 
zens, people who are going to 
help take this Club back to the 
top again. 


But far more importantly, 
the down to earth, level-head- 
ed Piggins, followed up with: 
“1 want players to have jobs 
outside football, or at least to 
be learning trades or doing 
business courses to get ready 
for life after football.” 

Doesn't this make Piggins 
an ccononfically sane and 
valuable visionary? 

What a most remarkable, 
responsible piece of leadership 
in today’s sporting World that 
demands fulltime extravagant 
professionalism. 

The hard-liner Piggins, fol- 
lowed this up by making it 
crystal clear to one and all that 
Souths would NOT be dishing 
out mega, outlandish contracts 
to sign up players. 

In other words, Piggins is 
making sure from the very out- 
set that his Club will be rigidly 
balancing their books’ and 
will not be going out on a 
wholesale spending spree 
which Souths would not be 
able to afford. 

‘There's a strong message 
here for all of our NSL clubs, 
Soccer Australia included, 
“~ 


Oo 


George Piggins seen here celebrating Souths: 
legal victory last week with wife, Nolene. 


“SYDNEY UNITED YOUTH & 
COLTS TRIALS 


DATE: 
VENUE: 


TIME: 


Interested players are invited to trial: 


Sunday 22nd July 2001 

Bossley Park High School 

Prairie Vale Road, BOSSLEY PARK 
10am % 


For more information contact: 
Sydney United Soccer Club 
223-227 Edensor Road 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 
Phone: 9823 6418 ¢ Fax: 9610 7925 
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@ 
«brahim 


erman-born 
Dennis Ibrahim is 
reportedly on the 


verge of signing the dotted 
lines for Sydney-based 
Parramatta Power in the 
2001/2002 
National 


A pevestag 


Footbal 
Kingzek 
goalpoacher, 


BAR MAMATTA 


old player as fhe attempts to 
rebuild the squad he took 
over from the brothers — 
Wynton and Shane Rufer, 
However, Ibrahim, who is 
currently out of contract at 
Kingz, along 
with a host of 
~ other players, 
F is believed to be 
keen to seek 


Bawa we 


elsewhere, in 


according to feelers from — % the quest for greater chal- 


the Auckland-based side, is 
being sought-after by 
Parramatta in a dream com- 
bination with rising star 
Abmad Elrich. 

Thrahim, who hit a rich 
vein of formyat the tail end 
of the 2001 sea- 
son, is also the 
target of a yet- 
unnamed 
Austrian first 
division clubside, 


New Kingz 
coach, Mickey 
Petersen is 


reportedly keen 


Y lenges. 


Already, sources at the 
Sydney club suggest he is 
close to agreeing terms with 
the the — big-spending 
Parramatta Power, who have 
already brought in Northern 
Spirit's Matt 
Langdon, Lubo 
Lapsansky 
fee Cee 
Melbourne 
Knights and 
even a Leeds 
United player, 
Brad Groves. 


hd Yout A Prag ile 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


jor quite some time 
now, people have 
asked the question, 


what ever happened to 
Ante Covic? 

The former Leichhardt 
and Marconi ’ goalkeeper 
made an overseas move, two 
years ago to the Greek 
Premier League with PAOK 
Salonika. 

Like any player making a 
living in a foreign country, 
Ante’s first season with 
PAOK was pretty difficult. 
With only a handful of 
games, and adjusting to the 
Greek lifestyle, this giant of 
a keeper struggled in his first 
season, 

The following season was 
no different, although it 
proved to be all good in the 
end-for 26-year-old Covic. 

The Thessaloniki based 
team finished fourth in this 
season’s Greek Premier 
League, and gained a vital 
UEFA Cup spot for next 


year. 
‘As a squad, PAOK had 
many quality players, and 


also an experienced coach as 
well. Covic explained that 
this season was also as tough 
as his first, but the Australian 
managed to hold his head 
high and finish off well. 

“My second year of foot- 
ball turned out okay, but 
again it was difficult to make 
an impact whilst on the 
bench. The problem was, 
when this season started, we 
had a new coach, a very well 
known figure in Greek foot- 
ball, Dusan Bayevic. Being a 
former Olympiakos coach, 
he had a lot of experience on 
his side, and when it came to 
buying players, he bought 
Kyriakos Tohuroglou from 
Olympiakos. 

Being a keeper as well, it 
‘was tough for me to make the 
first team, as they had bought 
Tohuroglou for a large sum. 1 
had no problems with 
‘Kyra’, as he too was an 
Australian but left the coun- 
try at the age of 13, we 
became really good mates. 

T was training week in 
week out, getting more and 
more experience but I really 
wanted to play first team 
football. 


Dennis Ibrahim (right): On the verge of quitting Football Kingz for 
Parramatta Power. 


Ante Covic: “Australia will always be my home.” 


Matters were made even 
worse in mid-season when 
the club stopped paying its 
players. 

This became a huge issue 
in Greece and the League 
‘was halted for a week,” said 
the former Marconi custodi- 
an. 
Football can be very cruel 
one day, but all changed in a 
matter of weeks for Ante as 
he reaped major rewards 
towards the end of the season. 

“Tn our final games last 
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season, we were going 
through injuries and suspen- 
sions. PAOK had made the 
Greek Cup final against 
Olympiakos, 

Tohuroglou had injured 
himself badly two weeks 
prior to the Cup final. I start- 
ed immediately against 
Tonikos, and played well. 

‘This was a good sign for 
not only me, but my team 
mates and coach as well. 
‘There was talk of Kyriakos 
coming back, but didn’t take 


the risk in playing and doing 
further damage to himself. I 
was in the starting line-up, 
and when the game finished, 
I realized it was the best 
game of my life,” said a jubi- 
lant Covic. 

In the Cup final, PAOK 
defeated rivals Olympiakos 
4-2 in front of a capacity 
crowd of 60,000. The spot- 
light turned towards Ante, as 
he saved three one on one’s 
and made many crucial 
saves. The game had finished 
and already the media spot- 
light was on the Australian, 
who had reached front pages 
of papers, starred in Radio 
and Television shows. 

“Tt was amazing, the one 
game I was given a chance, I 
took it and through all the 
hard times I had with the 
club, all finished well. After 
the match, the players and 
supporters really cheered me 
‘on, and due to my contract 
ending this season, the fans 
especially, rallied to keep me 
at the club,” said the Greek 
Cup winner. 

Covic had — originally 
signed a four-year deal with 
the club, but due to payment 
problems, Ante went to the 
Greek FA (a first for any 
Australian overseas), and 
demanded he be a free player 


Petersen 


raids South 


Melbourne in 
transfer blitz 


ational Soccer 

League club Football 

Kingz has signed 
South Melbourne striker 
Andy Viahos. 

The speedy winger will 
leave Australia for New 
Zealand on Sunday to link-up 
with the Kingz, now being 
coached by former South 
Melbourne coach Mickey 
Petersen. 

The Kingz are also expect- 
ed to sign South’s star mid- 
fielder Con Boutsianis by the 
end of the week. 


Viahos 
Viahos is the third major 


player to quit South 
Melbourne since the end of 
the 2000/2001 season, 


come end of season. 

“Tt came to the stage that I 
didn’t want to play for PAOK 
as they weren't paying me, 
and the verdict was that they 
changed my contract from 
four years to end of this sea- 
son, also I was to be a free 
agent,” said Covic, 

Greek football has picked 
up these past couple of years, 
Ante explains that it’s one of 
the up and coming leagues in 
year’s to come. 

“Greek football is very 
passionate, the game itself is 
played for the fans, There 
have been many quality play- 
ers coming into the country, 
guys like Giovanni and Ze 
Elias are only a few of many 
big name players living in 
Greece. 

It is definitely on the rise 
as many youngsters are 
developing into class play- 
ers, and it’s only a matter of 
time until Greece becomes a 
power nation in football. 

But again I stress the point 
about the fans. These guys 
are fanatical. At PAOK our 
home ground was nicknamed 
“The Tomb’, the name says it 
all, the PAOK fans were bril- 
liant,” said the Australian 
star. 

Now that Covic is a free- 
agent, a couple of clubs have 


Petersen 


Others are defence stal- 
wart, Simon Colosimo who is 
joining English club 
Manchester City, while attack- 
ing midfielder, Goran 
Lozanowski has 
German second 
Alemania Aachen, 

‘The transfer blitz is coming 
amidst suggestions that the 
club is gearing up to offload a 
sizeable number of its players 
who are considered too old for 
the rigours of the National 
Soccer League. 

The fear of a lange-séale 
clearout grew just days after 
the team lost the Grand Final 
to Wollongong Wolves at the 
Parramatta Stadium, early last 
month. 


stressed their interests in the 
Australian, as at the moment, 
in Greece, he’s regarded as 
‘Hot Property’. 

“PAOK are doing all they 

can in trying to keep me at 
the club, Premier League 
sides AEK and Panionios are 
also interested as well. 
I also spoke to Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, who is 
coach of first division side 
Kalithea, every deal is worth 
considering” said the wanted 
man. 

Recently coming back to ~~ 
Sydney to visit his family 
and friends, Ante expressed 
his happiness in returning to 
his home, 

“It’s always good coming 
back to your family and 
friends, and living on the 
other side of the world 
make's you very homesick. 
Greek lifestyle is a dream to 
many, but Australia will 
always be myrealhome. , 

At this stage I am in full 
negotiations with Greek 
clubs, but I can’t wait to get 
back on that pitch and do 
what I do best. I’m 26 years 
old now, and I'd love to fin- 
ish of my career in Australia, 
as that was the country that 
started it all for me”, con- 
cluded Ante. 


ae 


Souths plan second 
grandstand 


Simon Colosimo: Exchanging the blue strip of South Melbourne, for the more-lucrative one of 
Manchester City. i 


Colosimo swaps Souths 


By Bert van Bedaf 


OUTH Melbourne aims to have its 

new grandstand at Bob Jane stadi- 

um in Albert Park ready in time 
for the new NSL season, starting early 
October. 

“At this stage, it is envisaged 
that the grandstand will be 
completed by the com- 
mencement of the 
2002/2003 NSL season. 


Kilda, a few years ago. 

South Melbourne is~receiving support 
from various Victorian government repre- 
sentatives and other parliamentarians. 

The Hon. Jenny Mikakos MP, Member 
for Jika Jika, has written to the Minister for 

Sport and Recreation, Justin Madden, 


<j Seeking his support in the develop- 


ment, 

The club also has held dis- 
cussions with deputy pre- 
mier John Thwaites regard- 


Lal tr 


It will be located oppo- SOUTH MELBOURNE S.CJJ ing government assistance 


site to the existing grand- 
stand, on the eastern side of 
the ground,” South 
Melbourne’s media manager 
Andrew Pirchan released the plans 
last week. 

“The new grandstand will include seat- 
ing for six thousand people in a two-tiered 
structure, as well increased corporate din- 
ing facilities and viewing suites,” he said. 

It will also include office facilities, 
which may become headquarters for the 
Victorian Soccer Federation. 

The VSF is currently housed in premises 
at Dorcas St, South Melbourne, after hav- 
ing sold its Soccer House at Fitzroy St, St 


for Manchester City 


jert van Bedaf 


imon Colosimo 

stayed less than a 

season (playing 18 
matches and scoring two 
goals) at South 
Melbourne, but becoming 
a long term player at Bob 
Jane stadium didn’t seem 
part of the objective, 

After leaving Carlton as 
a free agent following the 
club’s collapse —_last 
December, Colosimo want- 
ed to get back into the 
national competition and 
find a club overseas. He has 
succeeded in both missions 
with South’s blessing, 

He joined — South 
Melbourne Jast January. 
The club was the natural 
spot for him. Colosimo’s 


manager is licensed FIFA 
agent George 
Christopoulos, who also 
performs a major player 
management role at South 


popular figure at Maine Rd. 

Colosimo, 22, fought 
huge odds to overcome a 
serious knéé injury he suf- 
fered when playing for 


Melbourne. Australia against 

And England has proved Manchester United at the 
an ideal country for many MCG nearly two years ago. 
Aussie players to launch an Striker Andy Cole flew into 
overseas career. The him with a high tackle that 
Socceroo midfielder joined sidelined the rising star for 
English first division side at least ten months. 


Once back at Carlton 
after a knee reconstruction 


Manchester City, having 
signed a two-year contract 


last week. and intense phys- 

“I'm very iotherapy, “he 
proud to be became part 
joining . of a des- 
such a [é) i perate res- 
great club > < cm 
like Man- attempt 
chester together 
Aa eS 
Colosimo D Carlton for- 
said. ® ward — Archie 

Whether he’ll be Thompson, when 


owner Peter Jess was 
searching for overseas 
transfer to fund his ailing 
club. Colosimo’s deal with 
Sunderland did not proceed 
and Carlton eventually 
folded. Thompson joined 
Marconi and is now also 
playing in Europe. 

Now it’s time for 


able to partner Aussie team 
mate Danny Tiatto is not 
entirely certain. Tiatto, a 
former Melbourne Knights 
and Bulleen player, is open 
to offers and Premier 
League club Newcastle 
United has shown an inter- 
est in the fiery, attacking, 
wide midfielder, who is a 


Colosimo to look forward 
again. Under new manager 
Kevin Keegan, who 
resigned as England coach 
after a disappointing Euro 
2000, Manchester City 
aims to bounce straight 
back into the Premier 
League, having relegated 
last season. 

Colosimo wants to be 
part of a triumphant return 
and preferably with Tiatto 
in the side. 

“T’ve talked with Danny 
about this, about how we 
may be taking a side each 
of the park, he on the left 
and me on the right,” 
Colosimo said. 

Another objective for 
Colosimo is to get back into 
the Socceroos after coach 
Frank Farina overlooked 
him for the recent 
Confederations Cup and 
New Zealand world cup 
qualifying matches after he 
performed well at the Coffs 
Harbour —_ qualifications 
round. 

“T believe this (joining 
overseas club) will have 
enhanced my chances with 
the Socceroos,” Colosimo 
said. 


in developing and funding 
the project. 

Plans for the new grandstand 
have been submitted to Parks 
Victoria, which owns the lakeside 
soccer stadium, 

Club president George Vasilopoulos and 
Parks Victoria chief executive Mark Stone 
have met regularly to discuss the stadium 
development. 

South Melbourne secured its cufrent 
lakeside stadium with the aid of former 
premier Jeff Kennett, still South's No.1 
ticket holder, when its old Middle Park sta- 
dium had to make way for the Grand Prix 
circuit. 


KNIGHTS 
KICK OFF 
-EARLY 


WITH 
YOUTH 


lhe Melbourne 

Knights are 

starting their 
youth campaign early. 
, Under the guidance 
of successful director of 
youth development 
Luciano Trani, the 
Knights are already 
gearing up for the 
national youth league, 
which. begins in 
October. 

“We are looking for 
coaches to fill, youth, 
academy and develop- 
ment positions,” Trani 
said, 

Coaches interested in 
the positions should 
contact TrAni at the 
Knights, lot 2 Somers 
St, Sunshine, or ring 


Manchester City midfielder, Danny Tiatto, (left) now 
team mates with fellow Socceroo Simon Colosimo 
after the promising defender signed a two year deal. 


“It’s no secret that Frank want to be in the squad and, 


9312 4584 for further 
information. 
Applications close 


on Tuesday, July 17, 
Spm, Tri 
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(Farina) looks at players if we can qualify, play in 
based overseas and I'd — the World Cup,” he said. 


(©) agsw 
a 


Dear Sir, 

You guys took the sting 
out of the Wolves Grand 
Final, Interest was flat, one 
could look at around 5,000, 
to be optimistic, to travel to 
Parramatta. South mel- 
bourne would have brought 
1,000 at the most, Olympic 
about 5,000 with luck. 

The crowd looked rather 


empty at Parramatta 
Stadium. 
WIN Stadium with 


15,000 would have provid- 
ed a terrific atmosphere, 
Brandon Park even better if 


Still on the Grand Final 


it would not be for poli 
It seems your officials 
ferred the comfort of corp 
tate boxes at Parramatta, 

For regional Wollongong 
it would have been a big 


D0 


promotion however this sort 
of thinking would be lost on 
you judging by your 
actions, 

No wonder the soccer 
public have a low opinion of 
Soccer Australia and the 
rest of the sports are laugh- 
ing. Dear Sir, 


Otto Bader, Lam responding to a typi- 
Wollongong. NSW. 


cally arrogant Sydney reac- 
tion to the choice of 


Dear Sir, 


Fairfield Bulls Soccer Club 
wish to thank the “Australia 
& British Soccer Weekly.” 

to John 
Economos who drafted the 
article on the U12's Super Cadet 
League, Fairfield Bulls Soccer 


Many thanks: 


Team, Vol 22, May 29, 2001. 
From all the Players, Coach, 
Manager once again, thank 
you. 


Yours In Sport 
John Hatzimarkou 
Super Cadet League 
Co-Ordinator & U12’s Coach 


Hickman’s Spirit Revolution 


Dear Sir, 

Can't wait for the new 
season to kick-off in order to 
watch the newlook Northern 
Spirit in action. 

Drastic changes to the 
playing personnel by coach 
Mickey Hickman has raised 
the hopes of long-suffering 
fans that alas, there might be 
some much-needed silver- 
ware heading towards our 
club. 

Reliable’s such as Pablo 
Cardozo, goalkeeper Lou 
Acesvki, wing back Robert 
Trajkovski, Michael Cart- 


ee 


ee 


KZ , 


Pablo Cardozo: Left 
Sydney Olympic for 
Northern Spirit. 
wright from the Kingz, 
Simon Bell, and Andy 
McDermott all give cause 

for joy. 

For long, the atmosphere 
at Northern Spirit has been 
one of despair as the club 


has merely drifted wee more players. in altempt to establish a suc- : ing more. demand, that so few in many parts 
through each the coming weeks | €essful NSL club in the ER» Recently # of Qld carry few if any soccer pub- 
Rioaswiiin in his desire to | ACT. The message is ¢, Pozar g ABSW lications is a reflection of a lack of 
thing to show take Spirit into | loud and clear and Printed a very inter: demand nothing else, : 
Boe P cannot be ignored. esting letter from a Until someone can convince 
for it the playoffs next Critics will deny reader in Queenslanders, that soccer is much 
Hickman has season. =| (correctly) that Qld Hollaways Beach, more than a recreational game then 
however shown It is imperative is too big and impor- Qid which seems to no Qld NSL club will survive let 
his determination 1.6. that Spirit are in the play- | tantnot to have aNSL ry %,* conform my views. alone prosper. 
to change all that. Since offs, to assuage their title} club, Sy S €+ On my visits to Qid T -R. Melor, 
coming into the fill the hungry fans and well-wish- Regardless of the machi- have always found that it Bondi. NSW, 
shoes of Graham Arnold in ers, es 
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mid-season, he has strived 
to make Spirit a force to 
reckon with in the NSL. 

Hickman reduced the 
club's player roster and 
recruited ~ high profile 
names. By the time pre-sea- 
son kicks-off in August, 
Spirit will boast one of the 
most-feared clubs in the 
NSL. 

Since the four-year histo- 
ty of this young club, it has 
been a case of near misses. 
Good squads have somehow 
failed to deliver, creating the 
belief amongst fans that 
there was still a missing link 
yet to be discovered, 

Hickman has however 
Stepped-in to address that 


Mickey Hickman: 
Northern Spirit coach. 


The success of Northem 
Spirit will be a boost to soc- 
cer in Australia and encour- 


lingering problem by pur- 48¢ more foreign clubs from 
chasing wisely. Europe to enter int& partner- 
The investment in the Ships with NSL sides. 
club by Glasgow Rangers Hickman is on the part to 
which has so far failed to  ™#king sure that happens. 
live up to expectations,  Go0d luck Mickey! 
should finally now be bear- Shane Edwards, 
ing real fruits in terms of Koetong, VIC. 


victory, 

How I wish however that 
the club could have held 
onto enterprising Ben 
Burgess. His presence in the 
team saved many matches 
for the Spirit and he is one 
player who deserves to have 
been offered a new contract 
to keep the flag flying next 
season, 

Hickman, it is believed 

still plans to grab a couple 


Dear Sir, 


mercy killing, soccer-style. 


KUEINGESOCCERIMER GI FULLY, 


The now-reversed culling of 
Canberra Cosmos and. Brisbane 
Strikers from the NSL is a form of 


~ However it does nothing to cor- 
rect the deep-seated problems that 
afflict the NSL. Regarding the 
‘Cosmos they were the third failed 


Melbourne deserves Worl Cup play-off 


Melboume as host to the 
World Cup Qualifier in 
November. 

Mr Mellor of Bondi sug- 
gests that it was no accident 
that 42,000 fans attended the 
match against NZ. I suggest 
that a city trying to win the 
next match should do better 
than half-filling a stadium. A 
full Sydney Football 
Stadium would have been a 
better advertisement. 

He also suggests that 
many will be unable to % 
attend the match. feel thatit |. 2a? 9 
is people are unwilling to . : 
make the effort. : Fgh fe 

I attended the match i 


against Iran in 1997. I spent 


15 hours (each way) on a bus 


to get to Melbourne and I 
stayed in cheap accommoda- 


Melbourne Cricket Ground: Billed to once again host the crucial World Cu; 


tion. I will be attending this qualifiers in November. J 
Year so don't dare suggest Compare this to Stadium Australia looked elsewhere, because of the soccer. The 
People from these areas are Australia (which is at the The claim that the whole of Melbourne fell 


unable to attend. 

Mr. Mellor and another 
contributor, Mr. Gertskis 
then question the suitability 
of the MCG as a venue for 
soccer. Having attended the 


moment @ construction site) 
and Sydney comes up very 
poor indeed. I have been to a 
number of rugby league and 
soccer games, including the 


All Stars game, at the stadi- case. 


Melbourne public are indif- 
ferent to soccer is appalling. 
Those of us who made the 
effort to be at the Iran game 
in 1997 know this is not the 


silent and mourned Iran's 
equaliser, 

At least Mr, Mellor’s cor- 
ridor of support can console 
themselves with having the 
New South Wales NSL com- 


Iran game and the quarter um and found it hard to the ‘The streets of Melbourne petition to itself, 

final match at the Olympics entire field. Add to this the were full of green and gold. S. McAteer 
at the MCG, I can honestly administration and ticketing People were singing, chanti- Newcastle, NSW, 
say that its g perfect ground debacle at the NZ game and ag and dancing in the streets 

for watching soccer. I'm not surprised Soccer with complete strangers 


THE SENSE IN 14-TEAM NSL 


Dear Sir, 

There has been a lot of letters written 
in by worried Canberra Cosmos and 
Brisbane Strikers fans conceming 
the composition of the NSL for 
Next season, 

I don’t think they have any- 
thing to worry about, as 
Soccer Australia will take 
the easier option and go 
with a 14 team competi- What really is needed, 
tion instead of 12, as it but is virtually impossi- 
only knows too well that seven out of 12. ble for Soccer to implement is to forma 
from NSW’s, is not a truly national Super twelve or fourteen competition 
competition, but a Clayton's one. with our South East Asian neighbours, 


The truth to the matter is that unless 
there was a complete overhaul in the 
game, whether it’s going to be 12 or 
14 in it’s present format, won't 
make one Iota of difference next 
season, so why cut out regional 
teams against their will, which 
causes a lot of pain and 
heartache-to those clubs 

and fans concemed. 


NATIONAL 


seccen sauce 3 


was -hard to find a newsagent 
that Kept a decent range of 
soccer publications, 

This was in areas 


fations surrounding the Strikers 
and the QSF the public in Qid 
have consistently shown their 
indifference. I have 


always suspected where there are 
that Queensland myriads of tecre- 
only rate soccer as ational soccer 


a nice safe recre- 
ational game and noth- 


players. ~ News- 
agents must cater to public 


similar what rugby union is doing with 
New Zealand and South Africa. 

Because Union has to compete with 
rugby league here in Australia, it uses 
it’s international profile by having only 
three Aussie sides (teams) in their Super 
Twelve competition, with four from 
South Africa and five from N.Z. 

Because we lose so many of our best 
Players to overseas clubs constantly 
(our weakness), it becomes obvious that 
the drain in our talent reduces the num- 
ber of quality players going round, that, 
are on a par with first and second divi- 
sion clubs of Europe. 

In fact all the best players left in 
Australia of European lower divisions 
standard could be squeezed into four 
teams (squads) quite comfortably, with 
very best (premier league quality) into 
one team with room to spare, 

Unfortunately because we don’t have 
the vision or capital to organise such a 
competition with five teams maximum 
from Australia plus one from N.Z., 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, 
Manila, Fiji and Bangkok, with Hong 
Kong and Taipai (Taiwan) also a possi- 
bility to make up 14 in all if necessary, 
we are stuck with the same old format 
that our competitors (other codes) laugh 
at, because we are not using our strength 
which the world game provides. 

It’s a shame and a pity really, because 
it would bring us closer to our Asian 
neighbour’s than any political party ever 
could. One day it’s time will come, it’s 
only a question of when. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang. Qld. 


P 
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PIDESKI INSPIRES 
TUGGERANONG 


By Allan Crisp 


MAKRIS BID UNBOWED 
‘he South Australian bid by Con Makris to 
launch a second Adelaide team in the NSL 

will proceed, despite Soccer Australia’s decision 
to exclude it from the 2001/2002 season's pro- 
gram. 

Last Wednesday when the visionary Makris 
received the news that his club would not be part 
of the changed plans, the businessman said he 
regarded it as a further delay, not a rejection. 

“We still are as determined as ever to provide a 
second, alternative team for the South Australian 
public to support and enjoy,” Makris said. 

“We see ourselves as mirroring the actions of 
Perth Glory, which also had their first application 
turned down, but they eventually emerged as 
‘a huge success story.” 

Even though the procrastination by 
Soccer Australia caused untold anxiety 
within the Makis consortium, it never / 
Jost sight of ls goals. 

Aided by the marketing and pro- 
motional expertise of Angelo 
Picca, the group spent a conserva- 
tive eight months to reach the 
stage where it was transformed from a market 
research that there isa large soccer audience wait- 
ing to be part of and feel part of a team truly rep- 
resentative of the state of South Australia.” 

When the knock out blow was delivered by 
Soccer Australia, sports fans were amazed as the 
governing body performed its incredible double 
somersault by increasing the previously decreased 
NSL to 14, thereby converting a proposed restruc- 
ture into a Clayton's revamp. 

Before the final (or is it final?) decision was 
handed down, Makris conceded that his initial 
recruitment and marketing strategies had been hit 
by major difficulties, caused by the lengthy delay. 

“Our philosophy has not changed, we are total- 
ly committed to delivering a broad based team for 
all South Australians to enjoy,” Makris said 

Makris reiterated that he would field a compet- 
itive team for the coming season, but time con- 
straints would surely destroy plans to recruit the 
number of Socceroos he had originally planned to 
lure to Adelaide. 

However, the energetic magnate said he aimed 
to boost his squad further after the 2002 World 
Cup. 

“Adelaide has-always supported two soccer 
teams in the NSL and we know from market 
research that there is a large soccer audience wait- 
ing to be part of and feel part of a team which is 
truly representative of the State of South 
Australia,” 

The new club planned to play in the traditional 
South Australian colours and had received full 
support from the South Australian Soccer 
Federation. 


MATCH 
OFFICIAL 
ATTACKED 


rt Lion Pirates’ 
chief match day 
steward Bill 
Koulocheris will take 
legal action against 
the assailant who led 
a assault 
against him after the 
final whistle had 
blown at the Modbury 
- Con Makris: Jets-Port Lion 
Determined to get his Premier League game 
pet club into the NSL. at Golden Grove on 


ce a 


Friday, June 30. 

The ugly incident was sparked when a specta- 
tor tapped Koulocheris on a shoulder and as the 
official turned, head butted him, causing blood to 
flow from a cut above his left eye. 

Koulocheris was felled by the blow. As the 
official lay on the ground, the instigator was 
joined by five other men in punching and hitting 
him, in what was later described as a severe-bash- 
ing by Modbury president Denis Donovan, armed 
with a video of the regrettable incident, said ithad 
taken a mere 40 seconds. 

“There were half a dozen involved and around 
20 or 30 bystanders milled around watching,” 
Donovan said. 

During the match, Koulocheris was called upon 
to speak to a group of supporters who had lit fire- 
crackers behind one of the goals. 

“[ took a battering, but I just hope some good 
will come out of it, because this sort of thing must 
be stopped,” Koulocheris said. 

Club reports lodged by Modbury and Port Lion 
with the South Australian Soccer Federation on 
the incident were the subject of a preliminary 
hearing by commissioner Arthur DiFede on 
Wednesday. 

His report will be submitted to the board of 
commissioners at its next meeting on Monday 
(yesterday) when any charges laid may be 
referred to the SASF disciplinary commis- 
sioner. 

“Tt should not have happened," a con- 
cerned Donovan said. “We regret it par- 
ticularly because Modbury have spent 
a lot of time this year in trying to 
improve the image of the game. 

“We've done a lot of things to cre- 
ate a family atmosphere at the 
club, especially by staging the Friday night 
games, 

“Yes, it’s terrible that it happened, but having 
viewed the evidence that we have, we are teason- 
ably happy that it wasn’t instigated by anybody at 
Modbury.” 


HOME MADE CRISIS 

he headline in the Sunday Mail (July 1) was 

enough to make the readers choke on their 
breakfast cereal — “New Crisis hits soccer stadi- 
um.” 

‘The authors of the earth-shattering article, Paul 
Kermode and Craig Clarke, doubtless were not 
responsible for the headline, but the story carried 
the word crisis, 

It read, “Besieged Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium 
has been plagued by a new ci 

“Turf at the $32million stadium may not be 
ready for play when the national soccer league 
season begins in October, compelling Adelaide 
Force to consider switching its early home games 
to Adelaide Oval. 

“Labor has branded the move a “stunning revy- 
elation,” which risks turning the stadium into a 
white elephant in Adelaide’s westem suburbs. 

“But the State Government says the Switch is 
“laughable” and will not occur.” 

The intrepid reporters went on (0 perpetuate the 
myth that the cost of the Hindmarsh Stadium 
upgrade had “blown out from §8 million to $32 
million. 

At the risk of letting the facts ruin a “good 
story” allow me to inform them that the $8 million 
tag was the Stage | estimate and that the rebuild- 
ing process proceeded through three further 
planned stages, 

The approaches from Adelaide Force to the SA 
Cricket Association for the use of Adelaide Oval 
were made when the soccer club was negotiating 
with the Government to secure Ram Park as its 
home training base, but there is a standing agree- 
ment that the club would play its home games at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

The Hindmarsh pitch is booked to undergo its 
annual scarifying immediately after the local 
Premier League and State League finals are 
played and is unlikely to be ready for the opening 
rounds of the NSL season. 

This has happened in previous seasons, but the 
situation has been overcome by the simple proce- 
dure of Adelaide Force playing its first two or 
three scheduled NSL games away and reschedul- 


Joel Porter: Off to the UK in-search of 
greener pastures. 
ing the home games for later in the campaign, 
And a big black mark for Paul and Craig for 
their inventive spelling of Force president's sur- 
name Bob D’Ottavine (sic) D'Ottavi. 


KNIGHTS’ JOEL 
* UK-BOUND 


oud Melbourne Knights striker Joel Porter 
flew off to England last Friday for trials with 
a yet unnamed club. 

The former SA Premier League forward with 
the Croydon Kings, said his agent had arranged a 
three weeks training stint with the English club. 

Should no contract be forthcoming Porter, 22, 
said he would be returning to resume with the 
Knights for pre-season training. 
reported by ABSW Victorian editor Bert 
van Bedal last week, Porter was runner up to 
Knights player of the year, Rody Vargas and was 
acclaimed the club's best first year player and 
most popular player of the season by the Knight's 
supporters club. 

Meanwhile, a former team mate of Porter's at 
Croydon Kings, Josh Christison, also is set to try 
his luck in-England where newly promoted sec- 
ond division club’Brighton and Hove Albion have 
offered the 20-year old a chance to show his 
wares, 

Like many talented players, the ex-Prospect 
Primary School pupil started his senior football 
career at a tender age (16) and has years of expe- 
rience since playing against the big boys to back 
his ambition to become a full time professional 
player. 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the SRPH (1197) 
Marshall Thompson Homes Breakfast 
Soccer Show each Tuesday from 7am- 
8.30am, along with Croydon Kings coach 
Phil Scardigno, Peter Millar, The Advertiser 
soccer writer Meno Toutsidis and producer 
Robbie Popplestone. 

And SRPH this Sabbath welcomes former 
Australian international John Perin home 
from his overseas jaunt for its SOS Soccer 
‘On Sunday program when he will be joined 
by Millar and Crisp from 8.30am-9.30am. 
The SOS show presents the latest local, inter- 
state and overseas information along with 
relevant interviews. 


By Graham Cooke 


very Thursday teenage 
Ke: Carl Pideski 

makes the six-hour 
round trip from Wagga 
Wagga to Canberra to train 
for two hours in freezing mid- 
winter temperatures, 

‘On Sundays he does it all 
again, this time turning out for 
Tuggeranong United in the ACT 
Premiership — his enthusiasm 
undimmed by the fact his team 
had to wait until the mid-point 
of the season to pick up their 
first point. 

For Tuggeranong coach 
Graham Plath, Pideski is one of 
the reasons he sticks to the grim 
task of trying to steer United out 
of the competition's basement, 
“Carl has just tumied 18 and he’s 
desperate for success,” Plath 
said, 

“Obviously he’s coming to 
Canberra in the hope of getting 
noticed at a higher level, and the 
way he’s shaping he should be 
playing soccer for someone this 
summer, 

“When he was 15 he won a 
scholarship to train for four 
weeks with Middlesbrough in 
England and they wanted him to 


Adelaide City 2 
(Fyfe. Saracen) 


Port Lion Pirates 0 


— 


Blue Eagles 1 
(Artone) 

Olympic FC 1 
(Tyalavouras) 


Port Pirie Spirit 4 


Playford Patriots Zi 


(DiMelta, Veart) 


(Lastefla) 


Cobras 3 


‘Karittevelis 2, Lopes) 


Birkalla 5 

Th 
Noarlunga Bulldogs 0 
Enfield Faleons 0 


Para Hills Knights 2 
(Kelly, Mutady) 


(Westervelt, Packer, McGregor, Ford, 


sign on the spot. Unfortunately 
there were visa problems — he 


shas Ukrainian ancestry but that 


wasn't much help.” 

After a bright start, reaching 
the semi-final of the Federation 
Cup, United have had a disas- 
trous Premiership season, but 
Plath is convinced the fécent 2-2 
draw with Canberra Olympic 
indicates light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

“The game was the first one 
since the Cup that I have been 
able to play both Michael 
McCone and Peter Thompson in 
the back-line, and that made a 
big difference,” he said. 

‘Also on the comeback trail 


are fullbacks Shane Anderson _ 


who was testing a problem knee 
in a lower division game this 
weekend, and Jamie Rout (ankle 
ligaments) who should be ready 
for a return in a fortnight. 

Perhaps the unluckiest player 
‘on Tuggeranong’s books is mid- 
fielder Mark Cerne who broke 
his arm, then on his first game 
back, dislocated his finger so 
badly it required an operation to 
reset. 


ROUND 15 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Modbury Jets — 2 
Usaacyon, Harri) 

Metro Stars 1 
(Simmons) 

White City Warriors 2 
(Hinie, Petrov) 

C’belltown Red Devils? 
(Signarella 2) 


Raiders 3 


(DaRocha, Christopoulos, Nelwon, DeGioa) (Karapeis, Sri, Wright) 


Croydon Kings 1 


(S, Porter) 


STATE LEAGUE 


Western Strikers ! 


Salisbury Apaches: 
R. Deeley) 
Northern Demons 
(Gianeaspr. Fusthano) 


Seaford Surfers 


Pezos) 


Hills Hawks 

(Hut) 

Cumberland Foxes 
(Matire) 

Panthers ~ 
(Homesser) 


ROUND 16 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
SATURDAY, JULY 14 
Campbelltown v Blue Eagles 
White City Woodville v Port Lion 

Metro Stars v Modbury 
Croydon Kings v Port Pir 
Raiders v Olympic FC 
Playford Patriots y Adelaide City 


STATE LEAGUE 
Hills Hawks v Birkalla 
Seaford Surfers » Cobras 
Northern Demons v Salisbury Apaches 
Panthers v Enfield Falcons 
Cumberland Foxes v Noarlunga Bulldogs 
Para Hills Knights v Western Strikers 
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Spirit to Don 


White kit agai 


return to the original 
white home strip, free 
passes for junior players 


and a move to take the game to 
the grassroots level are at the 
heart of an ambitious marketing 
campaign to restore the fortunes 
of Northern Spirit. 

The theme of the initiatives, 
unveiled last week, is. taking 
Northern Spirit back to the fans. 

The marketing campaign was 
decided on after an exhaustive 
market research that took in spec- 
{ator questionnaires al matches 
towards the end of last season, 
website polls and, consultation 
with the local soccer clubs and 
Associations within Northern 
Sydney. 

The result is a firm commitment 
to ‘hand back’ the Northern Spirit 
Football Club to the the people of 
Northern Sydney and the fans who 
made North Sydney Oval the 
hottest ticket in Sydney sport. 

The return to the original white 
home strip will be supplemented 
by a broad range of merchandise 
through a deal with Classic 
Sportswear. 

“Our strip is something we 


Robbie Slater: To spearhead 
Northern Spirit’s new image 
drive. 


looked at very closely because it is 
a Very passionate topic amongst 
our supporters,” Mitchell said. 
“We are going back to the white 
strip for home games because we 
have discovered that our fans asso- 
ciate Northern Spirit with that 
white strip”, revealed Spirit 
General Manager, Colin Mitchell. 

The new marketing initiatives 
include: 

(i) The home strip reverting to 
the traditional white colours of 
1998/99. 

(ii) Spirit Loyalty Cards, inelud- 
ing free entry to North Sydney 
Oval for all Northern Spirit games, 
for all 22,000 registered junior 
soccer players in Manly 
Warringah, Ku-Ring-Gai and 
Gladesville Hornsby. 

(iii) The return of a post-match. 
function with the. players for 
Northern Spirit Members. 

(iy) Signing a strip manufactur- 
ing and merchandising deal with 
Classic Sportswear, to give a wider 
fange of merchandise at a more 
affordable price for fans. 

(y) The introduction of a 
Northern Spirit Mascot to broaden 
entertainment value for junior 
fans. 

(vi) Club nights at North 
Sydney Oval for all 99 Soccer 
Clubs in Northern Sydney. 

(vii) More attractive member- 
ship packages. 

(viii) Kids birthday parties at 
North Sydney Oval on Spirit home 
match nights. 

(ix) Set nights for Mothers Day, 
Ladies Day, Valentine’s Day to 
increase female crowd numbers. 

(x) Increasing the prominence: 
of the Northern Spirit logo on the 
shirt and a decrease in the presence 
of the Rangers logo, 

(xi) The continuation of school 
excursions to North Sydney Oval 
to watch Northern Spirit train 


Craig Foster (left) along with his teammates will reappear in Northern Spirit's all-white kit next season. 


GERIAN IMPORT HITS DEBUT HAT-TRI 


reat news out of Newcastle 
ith Nigerian recruit, 

Chimaobi Nwaogazi scor- 
a hat trick on debut for 
Weston Bears in their 4-1 victory 
penultimate weekend. 

Chima and Marconi’s John 
Gibson (who scored the other goal) 
combined well in their quest to help 
the famous Novocastrian club in 
their battle against relegation. 
Gibbo said that Chima could make it 
in the NSL and hopefully his coach 
Lee Sterrey will have a look at 
Chima soon. 

Naoki Imaya arrived safely in 
Japan to be met by Hiroshi 
Miyazawa, His first call in Japan is a 
stint at Yokohama F.C. where he is 
enjoying the training but not enjoy- 
ing the heat, 

While on things Japanese, Miya’s 


Naoki Imaya: Back home in 
J-League after Canberra 
Cosmos stint. 
friend and former team-mate, Tony 
Popovic is back in Sydney, singing 
Miya’s praises to his friends at 
Sydney United. Miya’s wife Yoshi is 
back in Australia too and looking 


forward to another sukiyaki night at 
Chris’ house. 

Great news to hear that Cosmos 
and Strikers are back in the league. 
Zenith voiced our opinion loudly 
about the 40-50 players who may 
have been out of work. 

We were also concerned about the 
negative” effect on the national 
branding of the game. Thank heay- 
ens sanity prevailed, and congratula- 
tions to the board of Soccer 
Australia for being flexible¥onsul- 
tative and consumer aware, 

Zenith are also proud to announce: 
that Cosmos youth star Stephen 
Kemp has joined our ranks. Stephen 
made his NSL debut last year and is 
an outstanding young talent. 
Welcome aboard Stephen ... we 
look forward to working with you. 

Last Friday, a number of Zenith’s 


FULL TEXT OF SA DECISION TO RESTORE THE 14-TEAM NSL 


he Board of Soccer Australia 
Tie: announces that it would 

extend the number of teams in 
the 2001/2002 National Soccer League 
competition to 14, with the inclusion of 
Brisbane Strikers and Canberra 
Cosmos, 

The Board emphasised that the 
addition of the two clubs, Brisbane 
Strikers and Canberra Cosmos 
was the result of a separate and 
different exercise to the assess- 
ment process, which had been 
undertaken to determine the i 
12 teams, and was not an 
extension of the process, 
which had concluded, 
with the announce- 
ment of 12 teams on Monday, 4 June 
2001. 

Brisbane Strikers had failed to make 
the 12 team cut in the original assessment 
process, despite meeting the criteria, 
because of an existing agreement with the 
Football Kingz, which had the effect of 
relegating the Strikers {0 13th position in 


eels during the previous 


the rankings. 

Having passed the going concern test, 
and with appropriate financial guarantees 
in place, it was deemed by the Board that 
the Strikers should take up one of the two 
additional positions to expand the NSL to 

14 teams, 

The second additional position: was 
granted to Canberra Cosmos. 
Cosmos has now put in place the 
necessary financial guarantees 
required by the Board of 
Soccer Australia and which 

the club had failed to do 


assessment process. 
Since completion of 
the original assess- 
ment process, the Cosmos has been able 
to demonstrate an improved position with 
regard to solvency, 

Eastern Pride was considered for 
inclusion in the 2001/2002 competition, 
together with the two successful clubs, 
buf after failing to meet a key further 


fequirement, it was not included. the _ already 
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Tony Labbozzetta: Soccer 
Australia Chairman. 


The discretionary process undertaken 
by the Board to add a further two clubs to 
completed assessment 


process did not include consideration of 
any applications received from new enti- 
ties as part of the initial process. 

As was made quite clear at the time of 
application, new entities would only have 
received consideration had there not been 
at least 12 existing NSL clubs which had 
been deemed to pass the going concern 
test, 

This, however, does not prevent the 
Board from deciding to consider new 
applicants for future seasons, if the Board 
is subsequently of that view, 

Soccer Australia Chairman, Tony 
Labbozzetta, stated, “This decision, 


Canberra-based clients, including 
Stephen, Andy Rayanello, Milton 
Cortes and Barney Smith, presented 
Mitre football boots to the visiting 
soccer team from East Timor. 

Thanks to Mitre and thei 
manager, Dave Gordon for teaming 
with Zenith on this important initia- 
tive. We are hoping that some of the 
Zenith lads will yisit a few of the 
East Timor traifing sessions, and we 
wish the boys all the best during 
their Kanga Cup campaign. 

Nice to hear Shane Lyons is nurs- 
ing his “father-in-law” Pat Mills 
aafler Pat broke his ankle playing last 
Saturday against the Milton Cortes- 
coached Ginninderra. Milton scored 
a 3-1 win over his arch rival in the 
coaching stakes, 


x 


ay 


which will be welcomed by the NSL 


clubs, will now enable us to prepare the 


NSL program for next season and allow 
work to resume on (he marketing strate- 
gies being considered for immediate 


implementation.” 


The 26 round NSL schedule; followed 
by playoffs, is scheduled to kick off on 
Friday, 5 October, 2001 with the Grand 
Final scheduled for Sunday, 12 May, 
2002. 


Steve Kamasz: NSL General 


Manager. 


ABSW (&} 


FIFA confirms Soccer Australia for Futsal 


occer Australia wish- 

es to advise that a 

Media Release, sent 
by Australian Indoor 
Soccer (Futsal & Five A 
Side) Association Inc 
(AISA), dated 14th June 
2001, has incorrectly iden- 
tified a direct link between 
the AISA, and world goy- 
erning body, FIFA. 

Soccer Australia is the 
only formal governing body 
of the code within Australia, 
which is formally recog- 
nized by FIFA. 


Correspondence, dated 


26th June 2001, from 
Michel Zen-Ruffinen, 
General Secretary of FIFA, 
has again confirmed and 
strengthened the alliance 
between the World govern- 
ing body, and the Australian 
governing body, as follows: 

“We wish to confirm 
unequivocally that the 
responsibility for the organ- 
isation of all football in 
Australia, including Futsal 
and Beach Soccer, rests with 
our member federation, 
Soccer Australia.” 

The letter is unambiguous 


James Cook Boys 
St Josephs Banora 
‘Toormina 


BILL TURNER CUP 
Results 


IND 4: 
‘St Augustines 
All Saints Lakemba . . . .0 
Alstonville . 

Bellingen . A 
Muswellbrook ....... 4 0 


and explicit. 

FIFA’s letter was a conse- 
quence of approaches made 
to it, by other organizations 
within Australia, seeking to 
assume the mantle as the 
controlling and organisa- 
tional authority for the 
sport. 

Soccer Australia, in line 
with the direction estab- 
lished in the Soccer 21 doc- 
ument, and as part of the 
integration of Futsal into its 
Structure, is establishing a 
National Futsal 
Commission. 

Representation on the 
National Futsal 
Commission will come 
from those state Futsal orga- 
nizations which have been 
recognised by Soccer 
Australia as conforming 
with FIFA’s requirements 
and regulations. 

The initial representation 
on the National Futsal 
Commission will be from 
the following organizations: 


Michel Zen-Ruffinen 
FIFA Secretary General. 
Association Inc. 
Victorian Futsal 
Association Inc, 
South Australian Soccer 
Federation 


The establishment of the 
National Futsal 
Commission provides an 
appropriate mechanism to 
organise the state based 
Futsal Federations into a 
coherent national group. 

It further demonstrates 
Soccer Australia’s commit- 


a 


By faxand letter 
‘Mrlan Holmes 


‘Organisation of Futsal in Australia } 


Dear Sir, 


We referto recent correspondence including our fetter of 13% june 2001 and 
subsequent correspondence received by FIFA from the Australian Indoor Soccer 
Association Inc, and from the Confederation of Australian Futsal States. 


We wish to confirm unequivocally that the respensibility forthe organisation of 
Sitfootbalt in Australia, including futsal and beach soccer, rests with our member 
federation, Soccer Australis. 


We are disappointed to note the problems which have been encountered recently 
‘and would urge all interested parties to agree on the best way forward for the 
benefit of futsal in Australia, 


‘We would respectfully ask Soccer Australia, asthe responsible governing body, 
tyesyts best SE Sregard and inform FTA in ue course ofthe outcome. 


— 


ichel Zen-Rutfinen 
‘General Secretary 


* Bromide of the FIFA letter to Soccer Australia confirming it as the sole 


Bathurst .. 


AlbionPark .3 TMawarra Sports ..... « 
Holy Spirit Bellambi ...5  Warrawong 
Hunter Sports. -.3> Belmont. 
Kincumber. . 3 Umina... 
St Edwards Gosford ....2 Terrigal ......6-.+555 


ROUND 5: 
MeCarthy Cath.c Pen, ..2 Plumpton...........4 0 
StJohns Park... 1 Robert Townson 


Moore Unhappy 
fo Rotate 


angers defender Craig Moore has lashed 
out at Australian national coach, Frank 


Farina, for his squad rotation selection 
policy after being left out in a recent Socceroos 
game. 

Moore believes the defence should not be rotated 
and was disappointed he wasn’t made aware of the 
situation until approaching Farina himself. 

“[ said-I didn’t agree with the rotation system. I 
don’t think you can rotate a back line. It needs to be 
one of the strongest areas and he had a different idea 
to what I was happy with,” said the 24 year old. 

“T also made it clear that I will never, ever be 

_ happy sitting on the bench, That’s just me,” he 
added. 

“If I’m disappointed, I’ll make a point of going 
and knocking on the manager’s door. What comes 
out of that is that the manager respects you a bit 
more, 

“I don’t lie down and accept things. It also disap- 
pointed me that I wasn’t told. 

“He just shaped up his team for the match. He did 
apologise and admit he went about it the wrong 
way,” concluded Moore. 


New South Wales Futsal ment to developing Futsal 

Association Ltd. based upon a proper nation- 
ACT Futsal Inc. al infrastructure. 
Queensland Futsal 


~ authority of futsal. 


Capital Suns climb into 


By GRAHAM COOKE 


apital City Suns took advantage of a 
rain-shortened program to skip above 
‘two rivals and into the important fourth 
finals place in the ACT Premiership on Sunday. 

With Monaro losing to Gungahlin Juventus in 
the only other game played, Canberra Olympic’s 
match postponed and Belconnen enjoying the bye, 
the Suns stormed past Weston Creek Royals 6-0 to 
claim fourth place, if only on goal difference. 

But with the Suns facing the same opponents 
next Sunday in a catch-up weekend, coach Bill 
Dojcinoski felt some of the pressure had been lift- 
ed from his team. 

“T expect to have several players back next 
week, including Michael Seleke, who I rate as my 


| al 


Bill Dojcinos! uns’ coach pleased with 
the 6-0 rout of Weston Creek. 
best defender,” he said. 

“Then Stephen Lee returned from the 
Australian University Games this week with flu, 
so I decided not to risk him, and David Sanchez is 
almost fit again after a thigh strain.” 

‘An under-strength Suns line-up took a while to 
settle and only an eighth-minute penalty, scored by 
Dion Cannell, separated the teams at half time. 


The second half was a different affair as 
Dojcinoski urged his players to take a lés casual 
attitude to their opponents. “I made a couple of 
positional changes and it seemed to work,” he 
said. 

Even so the second goal was a scrambled effort. 

Adam Williams’ shot hit an upright and 
bounced out, Goran Josifoski appeared to force the 
ball back over the line but referee Geoff Ashurst 
said afterwards it should appear as an own goal to 
defender Blake Jarvis. 

After that the goals flowed freely: Tony 
Aleksovski made it 3-0 with a glancing header, 
Josifoski scored from close range after goalkeeper 
Mickey Thomsen had saved from Williams, 
Josifoski beat the offside trap for the fifth and set 
up Pat Phommaseisy to complete the scoring four 
minutes from the end. 

A minute after this the gallant Creek might have 
had a consolation, Suns goalkeeper Michael 
Kirkham palming a shot from Jarvis over the bar. 

Creek coach Robbie Graham said his team had 
been hard done by with a series of second-half off- 
side rulings. “We have some very speedy forwards 
who break quickly and the decisions went against 
them,” he said. “It was very disappointing.” 

“We have a young side that never give up and if 
they stick to their promise to stay together for 
three years, we will develop into a very competi- 
tive side. 

“Tt is only a matter of time.” 

In the other match played Gungahlin Juventus 
consolidated their hold on second place’by beating 


Pat Phommaseisy: Rounded-up scoring 
for Capital City. 
Monaro 2-0 with goals from George Cattanach 
and Mils Spedojevic. 
‘Two postponed games — Tuggeranong United v 
University of Canberra and Canberra Deakin vy 
Canberra Olympic, will be played at a later date. 


__ ACT PREMIERSHIP 


University of Canberra 
-Tuggeranong United 


RAO te OO oo 


Sop hMaManItS 
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(4 6 e’re back 
where we 
deserve to 


be, and it feels great,” said 
Cosmos FC chairman 
Danny Moulis, on the long- 
awaited announcement 
that the club would take its 
place in next season's 
National Soccer League, 
The club last week 
teceived a letter from Soccer 
Australia advising that the 
Soccer Australia Board had 
issue a license to 
‘one of two addi- 


tional teams to participate in 
the 2001/2002 competition, 
the other to be issued to the 
Brisbane Strikers, 

Cosmos directors have 


been working hard behind 
the scenes to make this hap- 
pen. “There is a strong trend 
for reform of so many 
aspects of 
Australian soc- 
cer, and it was 
very impor- 
tant for us to 
deal — with 
Canberra’s 
representation 
in the NSL as a 
critical threshold 
issue,” Moulis sai 
“We came out fighting in a 
fortnight of active. protest 
immediately after the exclu- 
sion of Canberra and 
Brisbane was announced. 
‘That lit the fire, then Soccer 
Australia had to 
find a way to put it 
out. Over the past 
two weeks it has 
been necessary to 
work closely with 
our fellow clubs 
and with the 
Soccer Australia 
administration to 
achieve our objec- 
tive,” said the 
Cosmos chairman, 
On behalf of 
Cosmos, all of its 
directors, its staff 


Danny Moulis: Canberra Cosmos’ and its players, 


estatic chairman. 


Moulis expressed 


SANTRAC INTERIM 
COACH AGAIN 


ith the AIS/National 
Coach positon still up 
in the air, Adrian 


Santrac was last week appointed 
Tnterim Head Coach of the 
Matildas for the second time by 
Women’s Soccer Australia. 

Santrac takes charge for the 
uration of the current camp and 
Tour to Japan. In his last interim 
tole, Santrac and the Matildas won 
the Australia Cup over France in 
January. On this current project, he 
will be assisted by recently named 
National Youth Coach Mike 
Mulvey, 

The Matildas squad jets off to 
Japan tomorow (Wed) after spend- 
ing the last five days in Canberra 
training at the AIS, together with 
the additional group of invited play- 
ers. Without a full international fix- 
ture on the schedule, the tour is 
more of an extended training camp, 
The highlight of the week-long 


“overseas camp’ is their exhibition 
match against L-League champion 
club side Beleza, 

‘The game, scheduled for the 
65,000-seat Tokyo Stadium on 
‘Sunday 15 July is part of the ‘Five 
Continent Friendship Crescer 
Challenge Cup” and signals the first 
time the Matildas have been in such 
demand for an overseas appearance 
and the target of an overseas pro- 
moter. 

Such is their popatarity in Japan 
following news of the Matildas 
Calendar and then the Japan-wide 
TV commercial which featured the 
Matildas as the face of Apagard 
‘Toothpaste last year, that the tour is 
fully-funded by the promoter. 

Included in the 17-member tour- 
ing squad is a total of nine new 
players, four of whom are eligible 
for next year’s inaugural Under 19 
World Youth Championship cam- 
paiga. 


the club’s heartfelt apprecia- 
tion to all of its supporters: 
the fans in the stand, Soccer 
Canberra, regional 
politicians, the 
ACT Goyern- 
v ment and the 
eerie f 
Minister 
himself. 
“Campaigns 
were waged at 
all levels, in all 
different media, and 
with many targets. Our aim 
was true, and we have our 
reward. Now we have to 
make the best of the future 


which has opened up for us,” 
he said. 

‘The Cosmos Board will be 
meeting as soon as possible 
to activate the club's plans 
for the season to come and to 


risbane Strikers are hope- 
ful that English premier- 
ship club, Leeds United 
will revive their interest in a buy- 
out deal now that they have won 
the battle for reinstatement into 


the National Soccer League. have such strong 


Leeds lost initial interest, which representation 
they had susutained all through the from Australia in 
season, because of complications their first team 
over the NSL licence, which was squad, 


held by the Queensland Soccer 
Federation. 

However, Brisbane have secured 
the licence following their restora- 


year deal, 


Kewell, 


Mark Viduka, who 
has signed a new five- 
Harry 
Jacob Burns, 


». 


Canberra Cosmos players Daniel Aliffi (left) and Milton Cortes can now look forward to NSL action 


following the club's reinstatement last week. 


re-ignite the great passion 
and commitment which 
delivered the club it’s best 
ever season in 2000/01. 
“Canberra has voted with 
its heart, now we all have to 


tion to the NSL last week and Milosevic and Jamie McMaster are 
believe the way is clear for the 
Yorkshire clyb to re-open talks, 
Leeds have expressed an 
interest in getting a foothold 
in Australia as they 


per. 


Danny 


‘osts and tournament 
favourites Germany 
won their third con- 
secutive European 
Championship crown on 
Saturday with a thrilling 1-0 
golden goal win over Sweden. 


The German womens’ soccer team’s Doris Fitschen (third 
tight), Sandra Smisek (behind L-R), Renate Lingor, Claudia 
Mueller, Sandra Minnert and Martina Mueller celebrate their 

victory over Sweden after the final of the 5th European 


Women’s Soccer Championship. 
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The title is their 
fifth overall from 
the eight tourna- 
ments conducted to 
date (one win 
occurring before 
the event took on 
full championship 
status) and certain- 
ly an impressive 
record. 

After beautiful 
A) weather for all pre- 
P| vious matches, rain 
marred the final, 
but did not deter the 
fans turning out. 
The crowd of 
18,000 atthe 
Donaustadion in 
J} Ulm were treated to 
@ a good spectacle 
with Sweden bat- 
tling more impres- 
sively than the pun- 
dits had predicted, 
threatening the 
home side who at 


in all in manager David O'Leary's 
pool while Leeds? financial us’ 

4 muscle would be a god- 

send to Brisbane. 

“We are not quite 


eral manager Ross 
Melville told The Age newspa- 


‘We need to sit down and re-start 
the communication process. Leeds 
chairman Peter Ridsdale said to us: 


GERMANY EURO 
CHAMPS AGAIN 


back up our commitment 
with the best preparation, the 
best promotions, and the best 
team we can deliver with the 
financial resources we can 
muster, 


STRIKERS REVIVE LEEDS UTD LINK 


sure where the 
Leeds thing sits at 
the moment,’ gen- 


times were uncharacteristically 
off the boil. 

‘The German defence soaked 
up the pressure from the 
Swedish attack and gradually 
settled more into the match. 
German coach Tina Theune- 
Meyer’s second half introduc- 
tion of striker Claudia Muller off 
the bench proved the master- 
stroke. Muller, who had scored 
two against Sweden in the open- 
ing match of the event, came on 
and instantly made an impact. 

The reward finally came 
eight minutes into extra time, 
Marin Meinert’s neat pass con- 
verted by Muller for the champi- 
onship winner. 

‘The crucial third round of 
preliminary matches ended with 
two upsets in Group B — 
Denmark defeating Norway for 
the first time in ten years, and 
France celebrating their first 
points of the tournament with a 
top display to beat Italy. 
Denmark therefore leapfrogged 
to first spot, with neighbours 


“Once you sort out your position 
with Soccer Australia get back to 


‘If we can get Leeds back on J 
track, it would be a great thiag for 
the club and Queensland soccer.’ 

Bgth clubs had reached an 
advanced stage in their discusions 
prior to the surprise decision by 
Soccer Austalia in May to cull 
Brisbane Strikers and Canberra 
Cosmos from the NSL in a much- 
criticised attempt to reduce the 
league to a 12-team format, 


clei 


Everyone can help, so 
watch out for our member- 
ship clubs and let’s convert 
our hunger for st into 
results,” said Moul 


Norway scraping through above 
‘a shattered Italy on goal differ- 
ence, Group A’s, third round 
however was less dramatic, 
going according to form with 
Germany on maximum points 
and Sweden second. 

This then left Germany with 
the tough task of facing Norway 
in the semis, but their class and 
hhunger to avenge their narrow 
loss to the Norwegians” in 
September's Olympic semifinal 
proved enough, the home side 
1-0 victors. Sweden ended 
Denmark's joyous run, also win- 
ning by the single goal. 

The Germans also proved 
fine hosts of the championships, 
with top level organisation, 
record levels of attendances, 
sponsorship, and television cov- 
erage, 

The total attendance of 
around the 90,000 mark easily 
doubled that of the last champi- 
onship, co-hosted by Norway 
and Sweden which notched up 
36,000 spectators. 


VID UNASS 


MBDRIDIFORDSIMORE 
HEARS AD LEEDSIU 


eeds United haye 
seen off Inter Milan 
and a host of other 


top European sides by 
securing Mark Viduka’s 
signature on a new long: 
term contract, 

After battling to keep 
Viduka from the clutches of 
Real Madrid and AC Milan 
last season, —_— David 
O'Leary's side faced a new 
threat from Inter last month. 

The fallen Italian giants 
prepared for the arrival of 
Hector Cuper as manager 
and departure of striker 
Christian Vieri in a big- 
money move to Juyentus by 
earmarking the Leeds fron- 
trunner as their prime trans- 
fer target. 

But they were forced to 
concede defeat last week 
when Leeds chairman Peter 
Ridsdale emerged from 
talks with Viduka’s accoun- 
tant Rudi Horvat with con- 
firmation that the $9million 
signing from Celtic had 
pledged his future to Elland 


Viduka added another 12 
months to his Leeds agree- 
ment, tying himself to the 
club for five years in all, and 
increased his weekly earn- 
ings from £20,000 to 
£25,000, 


PANAPOULOS ME 


outh Melbourne midfielder 

Steve Panopoulos, the club’s 

2001 Player of the Year, last 
week fulfilled a boyhood dream by 
meeting Brazilian and world soccer 
legend, Zico. 

Panopoulos, who left the country 
immediately after the season to rejoin 
his fiance Andrea Ciminelli in Brazil, 
was taken to Zico’s club to meet the 
Brazilian great by his fiance and her 
parents who are great friends of Zico’s 
business partner/manager, Dr Antonio 
Simles 

“What an experience, said 
Panopoulos after meeting the soccer 
legend. 

“Tt was a boyhood dream of mine to 
meet Zico and I found him to be a very, 
very friendly and humble man — I’m 
also happy to say that he is now the 
proud owner of a South Melbourne 
Guernsey!” 

Panopoulos, the 26-year old deputy 
vice-captain, who wasn’t present at the 
Annual Ball and Awards Ceremony 
due to his vacation in Brazil, also said 
he was happy when he heard the news 
from his parents the next morning. 


Ridsdale said: ‘It is a 
massive boost for everyone 
at the club as we prepare to 
go into another exciting sea- 


David O'Leary Leeds United 


son, Getting Mark to agree 
this new deal, on the back of 
Olivier Dacourt and Ian and 
Harte signing new con- 
Road. tracts, shows we can keep 
our talented squad together. 
‘There was big interest in 
Mark from major European 
clubs but I don’t believe he 
ever wanted to leave us. 
‘The key to it all was 
coming up with the deal he 


wanted, We have done that, 
and it demonstrates to Mark 
that we continue to be as 
ambitious as he is. 
“The bottom line 
| is that Mark has 
settled in temen- 
dously well since 
} joining us from 
| Celtic a year ago. 
} He loves the envi- 
ronment here and, 
more importantly, 
he loves playing 
in this team. 

“He will put pen 

to paper this week, 

but he has assured 
me the deal is 
done.” 

Ridsdale’s 
recent series of 
breakthroughs in 
contract negotia- 
tions represents a 
triple setback for 
Inter, who had set 

their sights on a £40m raid 
for Viduka, Dacourt, Harte 
goalkeeper Paul 
Robinson. 

Former Valencia boss 
Cuper has been promised a 
transfer fortune in an effort 
to revive Inter’s fortunes but 
must now look elsewhere 
after Ridsdale succeeded in 
keeping O'Leary's youthful 
squad intact. 


Coach. 


Steve Panopoulos presents Brazilian great Zico with a South Melbourne shirt with fiance Andrea Ciminelli 
(far left) and Zico’s manager, Dr Antonio Simoes. 


Mark Viduka (left): Rejected overtures from giant Spanish Club Real Madritl and Italian side, Inter 
Milan to sign a five year extension to his contract at Leeds United. 


ETS LEGENDARY ZIC 


“Personally I felt that I had had a 
great season, but I also felt that other 
players also had great s€asons, so it 
feels good to be recognized for the role 
T play in the team.” 

“T want to take this opportunity to 
thank a few people — first of all, the 
person I have to thank the most is my 
fiance Andrea. I thank her for all her 


support throughout the season, for her | 


words of encouragement, “and the 
Strength she gives me during the 
games even when she was on the other 
side of the world trying to catch a web 
cast on the Internet in the middle of the 
night. I thank her for all her love and 
support.” 

“Thanks also to my team mates and 
the coaching staff for a great season 
even though it was a heart-breaking 
finish, and to my parents and friends 
who always support me no matter 
what. A quick thank you also to Lippa 
(Robert Liparoti), Yosa (Steve 
losifidis), Clarky (David .Clarkson), 
and South Melbourne soccer club for 
their emails of congratulations.” 
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PORT POWERS TO TOP 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ort Melbourne Sharks 
Pre their way to 

within an inch of a 
minor premiership as the 
tightest of seasons is drawing 
towards a nail-biting close. 

The Sharks exposed their 
lethal teeth to ruthlessly tear 
into Green Gully, beating the 
tide defender 3-0 at Anderson 
Reserve last Sunday. 

The Sharks proved a better 
proposition against the wind 
than into it last Sunday, 
With the gale in the 
back, they created 
seven chances 
and scored one. 

After the 


chances 
scored twice. 

Green Gully had good spells 
just before and after the inter- 
val but was on target once 
from ten opportunities, 

Gully *keeper Robert Brian 
kept his side in the game in the 
first, torrid 20 minutes, deny- 
ing Peter Arthur 
Tsirtsakis and Tass Psonis, 


break, they man- ya 
aged two . Yp 
rageeseand § LA 


But the experienced guards- 
man was beaten by a vicious 
left-foot shot that hit the top 
corner of the net after 38 min- 
utes. Young Psonis was left 
unmarked just outside the box 
to let fly and strike the opening 
goal. 

Gully tried to reply but 
George Svigos and Tony 
Neceski shot wide, while 
Simon Storey headed over the 
bar. 

Nick Tsaltas believed he'd 
doubled Port's lead five min- 
utes from half time, but referee 
Bruno D'Aniello ruled 
his tap-in from a 
Tsirtsakis cross 


offside. 

The Cavaliers 

came out pump- 

ing after the 
Gh break, but 

Neceski and 


Svigos were well off-range. 
Daniel Debeve, on for Steve 
Martin at half-time, hit the 
side-netting and headed over 
the bar, while Steve Mangos 
had his free-kick palmed for a 
corner by Port ‘keeper Steve 
Wardle. 

.. Deft defender Jean-Paul 
Knezevic extended Port's lead 


HEAD SHARK BITES BACK 


in the 75th minute. Tsirstakis 
sent a through-ball towards 
Tsaltas, who back-headed it 
into space between two Gully 
defenders. Knezevic stormed 
in from the left, rounded Brian 
and found an exposed net from 
the right angle. 

Tt was the defender’s sixth 
goal in seven matches, 

‘The Sharks sealed the game 
in the 75th minute, when 
‘Tsaltas went square past two 
Gully defenders just outside 
the box and unleashed a left- 


By Bert van Bedaf 


RESTON _Lions 
slumped back into 
relegation danger 


after losing 1-0 away to 
second-bottom side 
Dandenong Thunder last 
Saturday, 

A draw would have been 
enough for the Lions to 
secure weir place in next 
season's competition and 


Melbourne and what is happening at South 
Melbourne. 
“Tt (comments) makes it difficult for the club 


(Port Melbourne) to work in harmony with South 
Melbourne, if Mr Vasilopoulos constantly criti- 
cises Port Melbourne,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the reform group New South is 
launching its campaign today, 

The reform group is expected to announce its 
candidates to stand for South Melbourne presi- 
dent and board membership at the coming elec- 
tions ‘on Sunday week. 

Jt will also present its platform and policies as an 
altemative to the existing regime at Melbourne's 
most successful club. South Melboure’s “annual 
general meeting is on Sunday. 


P= Melbourne president Nick 
Papastergiadis expressed disappoint- 
ment at comments made by South 
Melbourne president George Vasilopoutos in 
ABSW last week. 

Last week Vasilopoulos hit back at opponents, 
‘who. are part of a challenge to his leadership at 
South. Some of the challengers are also connect- 
cd with Victorian Premier League's leading club 
Port Melbourne. 

“We were disappointed with what Mr 
‘Vasilopoulos said,” Papastergiadis said. 

“I cannot see the correlation between Port 


Victorian 
Premier League 


(ROUND 22 
FINAL ROUNO 


SUNDAY 15TH JULY 


Port Melbourne Sharks vs St Albans Saints 
Bentleigh Greens vs Bulleen Zebras 
Altona East Phoenix vs Fawkner Blues . 
Essendon Royals vs Altona Magic 
Heidelberg United vs Dandenong Thunder 
Preston Lions vs Green Gully Cavaliers 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 
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foot shot that raced past Brian 
into the right-hand comer. 

With one round remaining, 
time is running out for Green 
Gully and coach Tan Dobson. 

“We have been playing 
finals football for the last five 
or six weeks now. While 
there’s hope, we'll keep on 
working. We're going to 
Preston in the last round and 
we'll need to win the game,” 
Dobson said. 

‘The mood in the Port camp 
was all smiles, 


LIONS FACE RELEGATION 


they were within minutes of 
achieving their goal. 

But the Thunder struck 
with a headed goal in the top 
comer in the 80th minute-to 
keep their hopes alive of 
staying in the top Victorian 
league and climbing within a 
point of the Lions. 
Dandenong is on 27 points 
and Preston has 28 points. 

Essendon Royals relegat- 
ed weeks ago, with only 
three points from 21 rounds. 
Not out of the woods either 
are Altona Magic, St Albans 
and perhaps Altona East, 
depending on the outcome of 
its game against Bulleen last 
night. 

Tn any event, the alarm 
bells are ringing at Preston. 
“Tt was an even game, but 
Dandenong took one chance 
and scored,” Preston coach 
Viado Vanis said. 

“One mistake cost us the 
game. The result is very dis- 
appointing. We're struggling 
now, “The last game will 
decide who will go out (of 
the VPL),” he said. 

The match was played 
under a cloud of possible 
crowd trouble, since armed 
conflict between Albanian 
and Macedonian forces 
erupted in the Balkans sever- 


“We're guaranteed the dou- 
ble chance and have an out- 
standing chance to claim top 
spot, which will give us a 
week’s rest to recover from 
injuries,” Port coach Harry 
Chalkitis said. 

On Sunday, Green Gully 
travels to the Preston Lions, 
who are fighting for a place in 
next season's competition. 

Port hosts St Albans Saints, 
who are also locked in the 
crowded relegation struggle. 


al months ago. 

With Preston having 
Macedonian backing and the 
Thunder supported by the 
Albanian community, there 
were fears the match could 
be marred by crowd trouble, 
But Vanis said security 
arrangements had been ade- 
quate to ensure player safety. 

“There was no trouble. We 
went by bus and after the 
game stepped into the bus 
and left,” Vanis said, 


“There was so many |}! 


police and security that 
everything was safe. Straight 
after the game we left on the 
bus, The players were safe,” 
he said. 

Preston will be at home to 
title defender Green Gully, 
in their final game for the 
season. 


BERGERS CLINCH 
FINALS BERTH 


By Angelo Koutos 


n gusty conditions 

best suited for 

paragliding, 
Heidelberg United tray- 
elled to Altona Magic 
and came away with a 
2-0 victory last Sunday. 

Heidelberg regained the 
services of — George 
Georgiadis and Nick 
Lazareski from injury, 
which allowed coach Peter 
Ollerton to field a near-full 
side for the 


Heidelberg a 

top three posi- 

tion, Altona Magic 
battling fora top five posi- 
tion as well as steering 
away from possible rele- 
gation in a very competi- 
tive season. 

The first half saw 
Heidelberg dominate the 
centre and produce near 
misses as the side pushed 


Altona — flayer-coach, 
John Markovski was 
closely. marked .and was 
Kept out the play by gang- 
ly defender Shaun 
Cunningham to keep -a 
scoreless first half. 

Heidelberg also domi- 
nated the second half, 
despite not having the 
wind advantage. As much 
as Altona tried Heidelberg 
proved resilient in 
defence. 

Heidelberg’s regular 
forward Alfonso Opazo 

opened — the: 
Scoring to. set 
his team on the. 
Toad to victory, 
His shot was 
initially par- 
ried by Altona 
‘keeper Darren 
McGrath, but the 

Berger striker easily put 
itaway on the rebound. 

Altona Magic fought 
back hard, forcing six con- 
secutive corners+to no 
avail, 

Heidelberg’s other main 
striker, Lazargski came on 
in the fast 15 minutes and 
immediately proved his 


forward to gain (M® early 
advantage. Georgiadis hit 
the crossbar from 30 
metres to deny the Bergers 
an early lead. 


value by slotting home the: 
second goal to seal a valu- 
able away win, 


Round 21 — Results 


Port Melb Sharks 
Dandenong Thunder 


Fawkner Blues .... 
St. Albans Saints .. 
Altona Magic . = 


.3 Green Gully Caval'Rs 


Preston Lions 


Essendon Koyals ... 
Bentleigh Greens ... 
Heidelberg United .... 


VIC PREMIER LEAGUE LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 21) 


Port Melbourne Sharks 


Heidelberg United 
Bulleen Zebras 


Bentleigh Greens 
Fawkner Blues 
Green Gully Caval’Rs 
Altona East Phoenix 
St. Albans Saints 


Altona Magic 
Preston Lions 


Dandenong Thunder 


Essendon Royals 


VUAQtugnengaTws 
MOMMOMOVGIAS 


ONDDMOUNDO 


oe ay 
QUEER reBERAN, 


By Glenn Davis Glenn Davis 


Sate leaders North. Star 
moved into the Queensland 
Cup semi-finals after a boilover 
5-0 thrashing of premier league 
big guns Gold Coast at 
O'Callaghan Park on Saturday, 
night, 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


scored through Angelo Guilotta 
and Sean Blackman. 

Tt was a good performance 
from all our players but for mine 
the standout was Browett, not 
just hecause he got a hat-trick, 
but the way he played,” 
Hamilton said. 

“He's always considered him- 
self a midfielder, but I've thought 


Steve Fitzsimmons: Could not save 
Gold Coast from defeat. 


North Star, under the guid- 
ance of experienced coach 
Bobby Hamilton, belted Gold 
Coast with four second half 
goals after leading 1-0 at half 
time. 

In other quarter-final clashes: 
Wynnum made a successful road 
trip to topple Bundaberg 2-0, 
Brishane City beat Taringa 1-0 
while Brisbane Lions earned a 
semi-final berth downing 
Redlands 6-0 at Richlands, 

Hamilton was always hopeful 
North Star could pull off an 
upset against the former 
Queensland Cup holders but not 
in his wildest dreams did he 
expect his young side to score 
such a commanding victory. 

While the Gold Coast were 
without its star player Adam 
Poric and striker fan Hutchinson, 
North Star also were missing two 
of its best players, 

Veteran defender Mark Greer 
was missing due to work com- 
mitments while Hamilton was 
forced to find another goal scor- 
er with striker Angelo Cootes, 
who has netted 16 times this sea- 
son, missing through suspen- 
sion, 

Hamilton punted 
on moving central 
midfield — Barty 
Browett up front 
and the gamble 
paid off with the 
youngster bagging 
a hat-trick, 

North Star, nar- 
row favourites to win the battle 
for a shot at a return to the pre- 
mier league next season, also 


ROVERS 


for a long time he'd 
make a better striker. 
“He's proved that 
now and one of his 
goals was first class 
“J was always hope- 
ful we could get a win 
against the Gold Coast 
but the final result 
was certainly a. sur- 


“Tnever imagined in 
my wildest dreams we 
could get a score of 
that magnitude, 

“They had a player 
sent off in the second 
half when he fol- 
lowed through and 
caught one of our 
defenders with a 
knee.” 


Ne Star's win puts them 
into a David and Goliath 


Vedran Becirbegovic: Hit target for 


Brisbane City. 


semi-final showdown with pre- 
mier league hotshots Brishane 
Gity who had to fight hard to 
overpower Taringa Rovers 1-0 in 
their quarter final contest. 
Brisbane City coach Danny 
Wright was always wary of the 
‘Taringa clash. 
“For some 
Taringa 
when they play u 
Wright said, 
“They're a fit young 
side which just keeps 
running and their 
goalkeeper Clint Del 


reason 
always lift 


Santo was in fine - 


form. 

“We hit the post twice and had 
two goals disallowed and Del 
Santo pulled off a brilliant point 


Pablo Avile: 


striker. 
blank save.” 

Brisbane City scored inside 
the first five minutes when. 
Vedran Becirhegovic 
home from inside the 
box from a corner. ° 

One of the high- 
lights was the match- 
up between Taringa's 
exciting striker 
Lawrence Drake and 
City's Pablo Avilez. 


from his: 
time in the national 
league with Brisbane 
Strikers last season 
while Pablo has been 
battling away in the 
premier league, 
Wright said 

‘TLwas an interesting 
match-up between 
the pair and on the 
night | thought Pablo 
won a points deci- 


sion.” 

A Bundaberg, 
Wynnum. earned 

a semi-final spot 

against Brishane Lions 

after a double from 

Anthony Roche, 

Roche {ook only three 


risbane City’s exciting Federation's 


drove 


BRISBANE CITY 


league next season. 

The Waves manage- 
ment agreed to 
release Walmsley from 
his contract after he 
informed them he 
would he moving to 
Brisbane. 

“LT told the club 1 
wouldn't be there 
next season and there 
was no gain for them 
to keep me on to the 
end of the season if 
they wanted to try 
someone new,” 
Walmsley said. 

Walm: the 
Queensland — Soccer 
former 

regional director of 

coaching in 
Bundaberg, was in his third sea- 
son as Bundaberg Waves coach, 

Former player Ivor Schofield, 
who played with 
distinction with 

several Brisbane 
clubs many years 
ago, has taken 

over 
Walmsley. 
“I'm moving to 
Brisbane within 
two weeks and I'll 
stay there if nothing 
comes of the Northern 

Spirit job,” he said 

“t've already had a few 
Brishane clubs show an interest 
but I'm waiting to see what hap- 
pens with Northern Spirit first. 

Walmsley believes the 
Wynnum clash was an even tus- 
sle, which could have gone 
either way. 

“Itwas a very close game but 
we needed to do better than our 
recent premier league form 
Walmsley said, 

*Unfortunately we made a few 
crucial mistakes which they cap- 
italised on and I think their 
coach (Peter Tokesi) was proba- 
bly happy to go in at half time 
leading.” 

Tokesi acknowledged the 


minutes to put the vis- 
itors ahead driving 
home from 18 metres 
before netting his sec- 
ond with ten minutes 
remaining when he 
raced onto a through 
ball into the box and 


tucked his shot under 
an incing 
Bundaberg Peter 


The match was the 
last for Bundaberg 
coach Tony Walmsley, 
who has severed his 
ties with the 
Bundaberg, region 
and is hoping to win a 
position as youth team 


coach with Northern 
Spirit in the national 


Brad Ditton: Helped Wynnum Wolves 


to victory. 


from_ 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 © www.qldsoccer.com.au 


Wolves had trouble breaking 
down a spirited Bundaberg 
defence. 

“We held on to the ball 
for too long and were 
Tunning it too long,” 
Tokesi said. 

W changed 


league next weekend and a top 
of the table clash with Brishane— 
City. a 

“Realistically if we want 
to win the league we 
have to heat 
Brisbane City next 
weekend,” he said. 


things around and “Bul we've gol 4 
played a sharper tough run home 
passing game. which with City, Lions, 


Toowoomba, 
Bundaberg, Gold Coast and 
Ipswich coming up.” 


paid off.’ 
Tokesi is now looking. for- 
ward to a return to the premier 


Miron Bleiberg: Queensland State Coach on the lookout for 
new talents in the Cup Competition. 


QUEENSLAND. 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


CROUND 17) 


Saturday 14th July 

Mt Gravatt v TBA Raiders 6.00pm 

Sunday 15th July : 
B'berg Waves v Gold Coast ~ 2.45pm 
Brisbane Lions v IPSW Knights 4.00pm 
Brisbane City v Wynnum . 2.45pm 
Eastern Subs v Pine Rivers 3.00pm 
Taringa Rovers v Rochedale Rovers 2.45pm 
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GRADE 11: Manly Warringah Dolphins 
pe Olympic 0, Sydney Olympic 1 
Jacktown City Demons 2, Leichhardt 
Tigers 1 Northern Spirit 3, Parramatta 
Eagles 1 St George 0, Marconi Stallions 3 
Sydney United 1, Central Coast Coasties 0 
Wollongong Wolves 0, Penrith Panthers 2 
Fairfield Bulls 0, Canterbury Marrickville 3 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, Macarthur 
Rams 1 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 Bankstown 
City Cubs 0. 


GRADE 12: Penrith Panthers 2 
Fairfield Bulls 2, Canterbury Marrickville 3 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, Macarthur 
Rams 1 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0, 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 4 Bankstown 
City Cubs 0, Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Sydney Olympic 1, Sydney Olympic 2 
Blacktown City Demons 0, Leichhardt 
Tigers 0 Northern Spirit 5, Parramatta 
Eagles 1 St George 0, Marconi Stallions 1 
Sydney United 0, Central Coast Coasties 4 
Wollongong Wolves 1. 


“SUPER YOUTH 
_ LEAGUE 


GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 6 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0, Manly Warringah 1 
Bankstown City Cubs 1, Newcastle United 
1 Sutherland Shire 2, Penrith Panthers 0 
Fairfield Bulls 1, Sydney Olympic 0 
Blacktown City Demons 3, Leichhardt 
Tigers 1 Northern Spirit 6, Parramatta 
Eagles 1 St George 0, Marconi Stallions 0 


Sydney United 1, Central Coast Coasties 1 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Canterbury 
Marrickville 2 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1. 


GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams 3 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 1, Manly Warringah 1 
Bankstown City Cubs 2, Penrith Panthers 
6 Fairfield Bulls 1, Canterbury Marrickville 
1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2. 


GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 2 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0, Manly Warringah 3 
Bankstown City Cubs 2, Newcastle United 
1 Sutherland Shire 0, Penrith Panthers 2 
Fairfield Bulls 0, Sydney Olympic 1 
Blacktown City Demons 1, Leichhardt 
Tigers 1 Northern Spirit 4, Parramatta 
Eagles 0 St George 1, Marconi Stallions 1 
Sydney United 0, Central Coast Coasties 0 
Wollongong Wolves 0, Canterbury 
Marrickville 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 


GRADE 17: Macarthur Rams 1 Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 3, Manly Warringah 1 
Bankstown City Cubs 2, Newcastle United 
4 Sutherland Shire 0, Penrith Panthers 4 
Fairfield Bulls 2, Sydney Olympic 2 
Blacktown City Demons 2, Leichhardt 
Tigers 0 Northern Spirit 0, Marconi 
Stallions 0 Sydney United 4, Central Coast 
Coasties 0 Wollongong Wolves - Of 
Canterbury Marrickville 1 Bonnyrigg*White 
Eagles 2. 

GRADE 18: Bankstown City Lions 3 
AC United 1, Dulwich Hill 0 Macarthur 
Rams 1, MSC Liverpool 2 Rockdale City 
Suns 0, Hurstville City Minotaurs 0 
Stanmore Hawks 0. 

GRADE 21: Bankstown City Lions 3 
AC United 2, Dulwich Hill 2 Macarthur 
Rams 2, MSC Liverpool 0 Rockdale City 
Suns 0, Hurstville City Minotaurs 3 
Stanmore Hawks 1. 


| Gee from the Wolves: Another 
prominent NSL player Alex Castro, 
joined the Wolves pack. Castro has played 
for Adelaide City and recently with the 
Canberra Cosmos. An attack oriented 
player, Alex looks the goods when he was 
instrumental in his former club Canberra 
Cosmos defeating the Wolves twice last 
season. 

The 27 year old midfielder is expected 
to fit smoothly into the gaps left by the 
departures of Chipperfield and Horsley. 


‘Alex Castro: Joins the Wolves 
from Canberra Cosmos. 


He is a quality player, eager to do well 
with his new club, Pre-season training 
commences on Sunday the Sth of August 
at Brandon Park where head coach Ron 

* Corry will test all of his newcomers, look- 
ing for the regulars to show renewed 
enthusiasm and leadership. 


hina Trip: Coach Ron Corry will take 

‘a group of 17 players to China for ten 
days with several friendly games arranged 
against the country’s leading clubs. The 
boys will be away from the 23/8 to the 2/9, 
hopefully bonding together as a competi- 
five unit, 


~16 


triker Saso Petrovski - is attracting 

attention at trials in GermanysHe had 
training runs with Hannover 96 and St 
Pauli, Hamburg, two well established and 
famous soccer clubs promoted to the 
Bundesliga this year. 

Itis reported that Petroyski scored five 
goals in trials. The Wolves would certain- 
ly miss his services and while sorry to see 
him leave the club will never stand in the 
way of a player winning a professional 
contract overseas. Petrovski is expected to 
return home from trials next week 


lalent Search: Eddie Teroso, the 

Wolves Development Officer, has 
organised the first of several school holi- 
i cer clinics. 
The first is to be held this week at 
Heiensburgh and runs for thrée days. The 
clubs new play: Alex Castro, Sean 
Babic and Naum Sekulovski, pliis several 
established players from last season will 
be attending to coach the youngsters. The 
next three-day clinic will be held at 
Brandon Park. 


‘CU Premier League Soccer Results 

and Reviews: Round 13 - Recorded no 
home team wins, four away wins and 2 
draws with only 16 goals scored. 

Lysaught 1 Wollongong Olympic 1, a 
very close game with 6th place meeting 
8th place and only six points separating 
the two teams. 

West 0) Kemblawarra 1, a top of the 
table clash, was attended by a good crowd 
enjoying plenty of action. The only goal 
came in the second half by Many Mayridis 
after a fin cross from Player of the Match, 
Paul Gaffney. 

North 1 Shoalhaven 6, Shoalhaven 
City clearly overpowered the lowly North 
team who remain in last spot. North 
seemed doomed for relegation with only 
one point to their name. 

Picton 0 Port Kembla 3, this game was 
not as easy as the score might suggest as it 
was very close at half time. Goas from 
Michael Clare and Nick Polimenakos (2) 
sealed victory in the second term. 

Bulli 0 Cringila 1, a competitive match 
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with both teams eager for point. The visi- 
tors were a bit lucky with a lone goal com- 
ing from Tony Sekulovski. 

Balgownie-£ Coniston 1, the visitors 
scored first through Pepe Stanizzo, losing 
their lead later when the hést converted a 
penalty through Frank Barilla, The home 
team did well to hold on as they played the 
final 30 minutes with ten men. 

New keeper for Balgownie, somewhat 
suprisingly the club succeeded to lure 
Daniel Schwarzer (18), younger brother of 
Mark, to Judy Masters Oval. He has been 
dito the end of the season and will go 


sig 

overseas for trial’s at Southampton and 
Chelsea in hoping to follow the footsteps 
of his successful brother. 

Kemblawarra 32 


Points _ Table: 
Coniston 28, Port s 
22, Olympic 21, Balgownie 20, Lysaught 
Bulli {1, Picton 10, Shoalhaven 10, 
North 1 


CU First Division: Five home team 

wins, 3 away wins, one record score and 
35 goals. 
Warilla Wanderers 3 Barbarians 2, what 
ame in front of a very healthy crowd. 
‘This one could have gone either way with 
the visitors up 2-1 at the break and proba- 
bly should have scored more with better 
finishing. ~ 

Nick Biracoski scored both of the 
Barbarians goals while Joel Kime, Josh 


Miremon and Andrew Thompson net- 


ted a goal each for 
Warilla. The winning 
goal was scored deep 
into a dubious injury 
time (13 minute) and 
Warilla had to use an on 
field player in goal after 
ten minutes because of an 
injury to replacement 
keeper Scott Comwall. 

Shellharbour City 0 Fernhill x 
2, a disputed penalty opened the 


Ronnie Corry: Set to lead-out the Wol 
a tour of China. 


able but true, a record: score surely 
improving the home teams goal differ- 
ence. This game featured the second team 
against the 17th and clearly highlighted 
the gap between the top of the table and 
the bottom. 
Bellambi 6 Ruse 0, A 
good win for the home 
side over 16th placed 
Ruse who don’t seem 
to have improved a 
great deal. 
Helensburgh 1 
Albion Park WE 0, A 
minor upset as the sixth place 
toppled over fourth. Helensburgh 
have been showing indifferent 


score for the visitors and chances were <= => for this season, capable of beating the 


missed by both teams. 

South Coast 3 Highlands 0, a solid 
win for the home side with only one point 
separating the two teams. 

Kiama 14 Tlawarra United 0, unbeliev- 


leading teams and losing to lower ones. 

University 0 Tarrawanna 1, the stu- 
dents unable to stop the visitor’s surge up 
the table into third. 


Woonona 0 Dapto 2, not quite 
the result expected and a valu- 
able win for the visitors. Both 
teams are ten points adrift of the 
leaders and are unlikely to, con- 
tend for the finals. 

Points Table: Warilla 30, Kiama 
29, Tarrawanna 27, Albion Park 
WE 26, Bellimbi 25, 
Helensburgh 25... Reserve 
Grade Leader is Tarrawanna 
‘| with 34 points while leader is 
university on 32 points. 


unior Soccer: Results from 
Shellharbour; U/13’s won 6-1 
against Albion Park, U14/2s 
Jost 4-1 to Fernhill. U12/3's lost 
1 to Russell Vale, U12/1's lost 2-1 
4 to Figtree, U10/2's drew 1-1 
with Unanderra. 

A grand total of 110 matches 
will be played over the weekend, 
in addition 50 Roo-ball games 
will also be played 


irector of Coaching Glen _ 

‘Fontana- will lead a group 

Ives on of two Illawarra U/15 teams on a 
seven day trip to China. in 
October. 

The boys will play representative teams 
in Capital Beijing, four matches in total. 
Player selected are from Mittagong, Oak 
Flats, Unanderra, Fernhill and the Wolves. 
These players should experience an inter- 
esting cultural exchange. 


15s World Championship in Italy 

= Reported by the Director of 
Coaching, Glen Fonatna, this tournament 
held recently was contested by the NSW 
Institute of Sports team and featured three 
local boys in Jacob Timpano, Lachlan 
Cahill and Kieran Deane. These boys 
came through the [Mawarra Zone System 
and are all from local junior clubs. 


Re Quiz - Behind play in the 
opposition. half, the referee notices 
how.a defender punches an opposition for- 
ward at the same time. What should be 
done? (Answer: Red Card for defender.) 


= - 
Winter Super League 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 @ Phone (02) 9629 1800 


KOURD Lo 


Bulls Charge to the ‘Top 


Hurstville City 1 
Stanmore HawksO 
|e laaee City Minotaurs 

scored a last minute 1-0 vic- 
tory over the Stanmore Hawks in 
the Round 17 clash at St George 
Stadium last Sunday, After a 
scoreless first half that produced 
few scoring chances, both teams 
increased their vigour in the sec- 
ond term, 

Hurstville produced more 
Opportunities to break the dead- 
lock, but were denied mainly by 
poor finishing. Stanmore also had 
limited chances, but faltered 
when it mattered, in front of goal. 
Finally, deep into stoppage time, 
the home side secured the win 
when Evangelos Petratos netted 
the only goal of the match, 


Fraser Park 2 
Hajduk Wanderers 1 
Ine Hajduk Wanderers have 
had their four game unbeaten 
streak ended with Fraser Park 
pulling off an upset 2-1 victory at 
Fraser Park on Saturday night. 

Two goals right after half time 
from substitute Damian 
Rosenthal and defender Alban 
Reinhard has put the Jets in a 
position to lift themselves off the 
bottom of the NSWSL ladder in 
the coming weeks, 

It was a disappointing evening 
for Hajduk, who had the opportu- 
nity to push themselves 
further up — the 


NSWSL ladder gv’ 
with a win, Phil 7 
Pavela’s side 


responded with a 
goal to Trent 


MSC Liverpool 0 

Rockdale City 3 

he Rockdale City Suns got 

maximum points against a 
determined MSC Liverpool side 
at Hammondville Oval with 
Spase Najdoski, Steve 
Cklamovski and Leo Carle scor- 
ing the vital goals. 

MSC Liverpool was able to 
give the star Suns outfit a hard 
match that was not settled 

until late in the game. Spase 
Najdoski scored in the first half 
with a trademark free kick before 
Steve Cklamoyski and Leo Carle 
scored clever goals late in the sec- 
ond half. 

The Suns with two wins on the 
trot are looking to cement their 
place in the Top Five while MSC 
Liverpool, based on their perfor- 
mance, will give their remaining 
‘opponents a very hard time. 


Dulwich Hill 2 
Macarthur Rams 0 
De Hill routinely dis- 
posed of a gritty Macarthur 
Rams with a 2-0 victory at 
Arlington Oval on Sunday after- 
noon. The first goal came when 
Eric Hristodoulou swung in a 
cross from a free kick, which 
found the head of the lurking 
Peter Papoythis, who was good 
enough to direct it home in the 

12th minute. 

Most of the first half saw 
Dulwich Hill domi- 
nate the scrappy 
<e, Rams in what 
should have pro- 
‘ag duced — several 
goals. However 


Worrall in the 
65th minute, but it 
was nol enough as 
the side slumped to their 
ninth loss of the season. 


W'& the second half 
AS) saw a close tussle 

between the two 
sides, with several men- 
acing raids from both sides prov- 
ing dangerous, 


0 
Cy 


LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 17) 


Fairfield Bulls 
Bankstown City Lions 
Dulwich Hill 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Rockdale City Suns 
AC United 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hajduk Wanderers 
Macarthur Rams 

. Fraser Park 

. Stanmore Hawks 

. M.S.C. Liverpool 
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WINTER SUPER a 


For further information see: 
WWwW.soccernsw.com.au 


Dulwich Hill were eventually 
able to cement their lead when 
specialist free kicker 
Hristodoulou 
launched a cor- 
ner kick in the 
‘73rd minute that 
deflected off a 
player in a 
crowded box and 
landed at the feet of 
Zak Doney, who then 
knocked the ball to the 
back of the net to make it a 
2-0 conquest. 


Fairfield Bulls 2 
Manly-Warringah 1 
Ee jumped to the top of 

the Winter Super League 
table with a hard fought 2-1 win 
over fellow contenders Manly- 
Warringah. In a match that ebbed 
and flowed throughout its entirety 
it was an individual goal from 
Mathew Borg in the dying*min- 
utes that gave the Bulls the win. 

Fairfield started off brightly 
with Marc Hoenselaars scoring 
on the quarter hour after a Craig 
Sharpley header was deflected by 
Dean McCreath, but Manly 
squared the ledger when Kelvin 
Foster converted a penalty mid- 
way through the second half after 
Adam Snyder was checked by 
Milan Cmokrak in the penalty 
area. 

But it would be the Bulls night 
when Borg was somehow able to 
squeeze a shot off in the penalty 
box sending the loyal Bulls fans 
into raptures. 


Bankstown City Lions 2 
AC United 0 

ankstown City Lions ended 

the great run of AC United 

with a hard fought 2-0 victory at 

Jensen Park. Both teams attacked 

from the outset and it was the vis- 


GOS OMPMAAUUUN EH 


itors who missed a sitter only 
yards from goal ten minutes into 
the match, 


The home side 
stuck to the task 
well and counter 


attacked bril- 
liantly with 
defender Paul 


Wearne opening 
the scoring in the 
23rd minute with a 
wonderful header. AC 
could not convert but were 
continually mounting pressure on 
the Bankstown goal. 

Bankstown wrapped up the 
match in the 55th minute through 
an own goal off Tayfun Devrimol 
sending the visitors home with 
nothing to show for their efforts 
and consolidating the Lions posi- 
tion in the top half of the table. 


ABSW (8) 


Dulwich Hill midfielder, Eric Hristodolou, played a crucial 


role by setting up both goals in his teams 2-0 victory over 
the Macarthur Rams. The win allows Hill to keep the pres- 
‘sure up on front runners, the Fairfield Bulls, 


Winter Super 


HOUND 18 


SUNDAY 15TH JULY 


Hadjuk Wanderers v Bankstown City Lions 


Hadjuk Stadium 


First Grade: 3.00pm U/2t: 1.00pm 
AC United v Fairfield Bulls 

First Grade: 3.00pm. Viet: 4.00pm 
Manly Warringah v Dulwich Hill 

First Grade: 3.00pm Uf2t: 1.00pm 
Macarthur Rams v Rockdale City Suns 
First Grade: 3.00pm Uf2t: 1.00pm 
Stanmore Hawks v Fraser Park Jets 

First Grade: 3.00pm U/21: 1.00pm 


Hurstville City Minotaurs v M.S.C. Liverpool 


St George Stadium 


UB: am 


Abruzzi Oval 


U8: tiam 


Cromer Park 


U/18: 11.00am 


Lynwood Park | 


U8: 11.00am 


Arlington Oval 


U/18: 11.00am 


U/18: 11.00am 


Catch up with all the latest news on the Winter 
Super League and other NSW Soccer news on 


our website: 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 


NSWSF RESULTS LINE: 1900 922 885 
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Argentina's under-20 soccer team celebrates after beating Ghana in the final of the FIFA World Youth Championship. Argentina beat 
Ghana 3-0 to become world champions for the fourth time. 


SILKY SAVIOLA LEAD 
ARGENTINA TO TITLE NO. 4 


Plate to Spain's Barcelona once the who hang back and Saviola, left ground. 
‘tournament is over, was without unmarked in the middle, headed in a ake Sayiola, D'Alessandro is a 
doubt the player of the competition cross by Maximiliano Rodriguez. product of River Plate's youth pro- 
as he scored the highest individual The Afrieans, who were also gramme. 
total in its history. beaten finalists in 1993, never D'Alessandro created an excel- 
| ‘The hosts fully deserved the title, Argentina, with the support of a recovered from the early setback lent chance with a run and cross 
having consistently outclassed the 40,000 crowd at the Velez Sarsfield and could not find the flowing from the right early in the second 
rest of the field as they averaged stadium, virtually settled the game attacking football which had taken half but Nicolas Burdisso's far post 
with two goals in the first quarter of them to the final, eliminating Brazil header was saved by Maxwell 
an hour, on the way. ’ Banahene. 
their third in four tournaments fol- Diego Colotto put them in front ‘The rest of the game was an anti- In the 73rd minute, D’ ‘Alessandro 
Towing their victories in Qatar in after six minutes with a volley at the climax as Argentina also slowed up. chipped a pass over the Ghana 
1995 and Malaysia in 1997. far post after Leandro Romagnoli's Most of the highlights were pro- defence and Rodriguez blasted in 
‘The first, inspired by a young — free-kick eluded the entire Ghanaian vided by Andres D'Alessandro, _ the third. 
Diego Maradona, was in 1979. defence. whose trickery tormented and Ghana's Abdul Ibrahim missed a 
Saviola, who appears to be set for In the 14th minute, Ghana's off- embarrassed the Ghana defence, _ penalty in the 89th minute 
a $22 million move from River side trap was undone by a defender often leaving their defenders on the 


FIFA Suspends Lebanon 


Africa Kicks-off 


World Cup rotation 


frica will be first to 

host the World Cup 

when a new system 
of rotation between conti- 
nents gets under way, 
FIFA president + Sepp 
Blatter has said. 

But Blatter, who 
got a round of 
applause for the 
announcement at 
an Extraordinary 
Congress, did not * 
say when the rota- 
tion system would 
begin. 

“The principle is 
not changed,” said | 
Blatter. “We haye to set 
the parameters of this 
principle of rotation 
and how it works. 

“Next year, we 
will be ready to give all the 
details on the parameters, in 
the meantime the executive 
committee has decided 
when beginning to employ 
the rotation... that the first 
continent should be Africa.” 

Meanwhile, the Congress 
ratified the suspension of 
Guinea from FIFA, follow- 
ing what Blatter described as 
government interference in 
the African nation’s soccer 
federation. 

Guinea’s suspension 
caused the country to be 
kicked out athe World Cup 
qualifiers after the team had 
made a good start in their 
group. 


‘Their expulsion consider- 
ably eased South Africa’s 
path into their second suc- 
cessive World Cup finals. 
The Bafana Bafana qualified 
for Japan and South Korea 

last weekend with a 1-1 
draw in Burkina Faso 
after the group was 
. reduced to three 
teams. * 

“We have offered 
several times, even 
before the su: 
sion, to mediate,” said 

Blatter. 

} “It’s absolutely stupid. 

’ They don’t want to 

understand that FIFA 

and (African Football 

Confederation) CAF 
have no other alter- 
native.” 


/ 


for Canada In Copa 


josta Rica will take 
the place of Canada 
in the Copa 
America after Canada 


ard 

spake for Costa Rica’s 

‘ootball Federation 
(Fedefut), said it was invit- 
ed to take Canada’s place at 
the competition which starts 
this Wednesday in 
Colombia, and had decided 
to 


‘edefut accepted the 
invitation and we are 


[IFA has suspended the 

Lebanese —_ Football 

Association (LFA) for 
government interference in 
the game, 

‘The decision, announced on 
Saturday, came after the 
Lebanese government dis- 
solved the federation last week 
and replaced it with an interim 
body of its own. FIFA’s statutes 
prohibit governmental interfer- 
ence in sport, 

Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) general 
secretary Peter Velappan 
appealed for calm in Lebanon 
in the wake of the decision. 


“Both FIFA and the AFC 
object to government interfer- 
ence in matters concerning our 
members,” said Velappan in a 
statement after an AFC execu- 


FIFA 


tive committee meeting in the 
Argentine capital. 

“FIFA was forced to inter- 
vene and suspend the LFA as a 
result of the dissolution and to 
avoid further complications to 


the whole issue. 

“T urge all parties concerned 
to stay calm-and not resort to 
any action which can hurt the 
future of Lebanese football ” 

The Lebanese government 
dissolved the LFA because it 
was dissatisfied with the han- 
dling of match-fixing allega- 
tions which resulted in 
‘Tadamon Sur being stripped of 
the title. 

LFA general secretary Rahif 
Alameh and his staff were 
removed by the Minister of 
Sport last week and replaced 
until new elections, which are 
due to be held in mid-July. 


IFA President Sepp 
Blatter’s _ explanations 
cover the collapse of ISL, 
the federation’s former smar- 
‘keting partner, have been 
approved by an Extraordinary 
Congress of soccer’s governing 
body. 
~ Blatter was given a standing 
ovation on Saturday by delegates 
from over 200 nations after 
assuring them that ETFA was still 
oft a firm financial footing and 
telling them that an audit would 
| be carried out on its finances 


over the first half of this year, 
oe = 


‘on Thursday, and Saturday's 
‘Congress had not accepted his 
explanations. 

| have received a vote of 
confidence so T can go back to 
my office in a calm and relaxed 
state of mind.” 

“We can look forward with 
optimism to the objectives we 
‘have fixed for FIFA. 

He also promised that all 
FIFA’s financial commitments to 
the national bodies would be 
honoured. 

“You are not in any way 
en ee 


tions.” 

“Tam sure this will lead us to 
a successful end to this year and 
a wonderful World Cup in 2002," 
arelieved Blatter added. 

Blatter reiterated that FIFA’s 
total losses from ISL’s collapse 
amounted to 51 million Swiss 
Francs (21 million pounds), 
which the federation said it 
‘would recover from cutting costs. 


i Bliter said FIFA already had 
13 of the 15 sponsors it needed 
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Argentina’s Javier Saviola (right) battles Ghana’s John Panisil in the final of 
the FIFA World Youth Championship. 


already organizing the team 
that will take part,” Quiros 
said. 

“We are already in talks 
with the clubs and we 
believe they are ready) to 
release us the players for 
such an important tourna 
ment, and also with those 
that play with — tearhs 
abroad,” 

Costa Rica’s Brazilian 
team coach Alexandre 
Guimaraes is Currently on 
vacation in Spain but will 
return immediately topicka 
team und organize the trip (o 
Colombia, Quiros said. 

Costa Rica is scheduled 
to play in Group C of the 
Copa America along with 
Argentina, Bolivia and 


Arg 
but said on Friday it would 
make a final decision on 
whether to join the competi- 
tion next Tuesday, one day 
before it begit 

Canada said on Friday it 
simply didn’t have enough 
time to pull its team togeth- 
er in time, leaving a space 
now offered to Costa Rica. 

Costa Rica has hada run 
‘of good form and leads its 
World Cup qualifying group 
ahead of the United States, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico 
and Trinidad and Tobago. 
Its only World Cup appear- 
ance to date was in 1! 


‘onaco striker 
Shabani Nonda has 
heen recalled by the 


Democratic Republic of 
Congo for their World Cup 
qualifier at home to Tunisia 
on July 15, 

‘Nonda has not played for the 
national team since their 6-0 
defeat by the Tunisians in Tunis 
in February, 

‘The heavy defeat cost coach 
Adelard Mayanga his job and 
has seen the Congolese play 
with an almost exclusively 
locally-based side in their six 
matches since. 


Shearer returns 


Brazilian player Fabio Rochemback, 


: 


(left) shows off his new Barcelona club Jersey. Next to him is 
Barcelona club president Joan Gaspar, right, during his official presentation, last week. 


IFA admitted last 

week that it was 

“very difficult” to 
ensure that teams did not 
field overage players at 
the World Youth 
Championship. 

FIFA secretary general 
Michel Zen Ruffinen said 
official passports were 
used as proof of players’ 
ages but admitted that the 
false passports scandal in 
Europe had left the system 
Open to questioning. 

“It’s a very difficult mat- 
ter,” he said. 

“We asked each team to 
provide the players’ pass- 


Age cheats 
frustrate FIFA 


ports, which are official 
government documents, 
and we have also asked for 
the birth certificates so we 
have two officfal docu- 
ments for eath player. If 
not, there is a tough sanc- 
tion.” 

“T don't know what else 
we can do.” 

Some officials and 
media at the just-ended 
World Youth Champion- 
ship, which is limited to 
players who were aged 20 
or under in January this 
year, have complained that 
some players look consid- 
erably older. 


COPA AMERICA BACK ON 


eweastle captain Alan Shearer is 

ready to return to training and 

could be back in action by the 
end of August, 

‘The former England international striker 
missed the second half of last season fol- 
lowing a knee operation,but is expected 
back in training by the end of the week. 

He will miss Newcastle's opening 
Intertoto Cup games, but has targeted the 
north-east derby against Sunderland on 
August 26 for his return to first-team 
action, 

Speaking to skysports.com, Newcastle 
manager Bobby Robson said: “Alan’s knee 
is fine, he feels good about it but he’s on 
hold as far as the surgeon is concerned, 

“We had to ring him on Friday to get, 
possibly, the go-ahead for Alan to start run- 
ning, 

“Alan feels he can do it. He doesn’t 
seem to have any problems with it, but we 
have to be very sure about him. We 
mustn't take a risk or a gamble. 

“Alan himself is optimistic that he might 
miss a couple of games early season, but 
he’s looking for a start at the end of 
August. 

“He'll be playing some reserve team 


in August 


Alan Shearer’ 


football prior to him starting in the first- 
team — providing he wins his place back, 
and he knows that —round about the first 
week in August.” 


TRACK WITHOUT ARGENT NA 


rgentina, South America’s top 
-team, pulled out of the Copa 
America last week after organ- 

isers who last week had postponed the 
event until 2002 changed their minds 
and said it would start next Wednesday. 

“Argentina will not go because we can- 
not confirm the team,” said spokesman 
Raul Steimberg. 

Earlier, Argentina Football Association 
(AFA) president Julio Grondona said the 
squad could not play next week because 
the players were sent on holiday when the 
South American Football Confederation 
(CSF) postponed its showpiece event 
penultimate Saturday, 

Argentina's absence means the Copa 
America will be irrelevent in deciding the 
“champions of America” and leaves the 
CSF with an awkward number of 11 teams 
in its competition. 

Italso means that only Canada, Bolivia 
and Uruguay will compete in group C in 
Medellin, with two of the three going into 
the next round. 

The teams in group A are Chile, 
Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela, while 
Peru, Paraguay, BraZil and Mexico will 
compete in Group B. 

The CSF did not comment on whether 
it would re-distribute the groups or alter 
the rules to compensate for Argentina's 
absence. 


WORLD CUP IN NORTH KOREA? 


n offer for North 
Korea to host some 
of next year’s World 


“FIFA has not so far 
received any answer 
from North Korea on 


not to enter the qualifying 

rounds for the 2002 
M, finals, to host part of 
the tournament that 


partners ISLAISSM would not 
affect South Korea’s prepara- 
tions. 


Even before the _postponment, 
Argentina had planned to send a reserve 
team to the tournament after deciding to 
focus their priorities on the World Cup 
qualifying competition. 

Other teams said they would go but 
admitted they had been caught on the hop 
and were frantically trying Jo reassemble 
squads wich had been dispersed when the 
Copa was postponed last Saturday. 

“It's going to be difficult now becaus 
some of our players are on holiday, 
Mexico midfielder Cesario Victorino. 

Mexican Football Federation official 
Alejandro Burillo said: “(coach) Javier 
Aguirre had two plans, one if there was a 
‘Copa and one if there wasn't.” 


lena 


—_— 


Alvaro Fina (left) president of the 
Colombian Soccer Federation, 
and Jorge Pastrana, president of 
the Copa America Organizing 
Committee — last week. 


Dwight Yorke given to 
Trinidad and Tobage? 


Cup finals matches remains 
open, organisers said last 
week, 

“FIFA’s position is that if the 
Koreas can come to an agree- 
ment that some of the matches 
could be held in North Korea, 
then FIFA will support them,” 
said Chung Mong-joon, a FIFA 
vice-president and co-presi- 
dent of the South Korean 
organising committee for the 
2002 World Cup. 


this, (FIFA  presi- 
dent) Sepp Blatter 
intends to visit North 
Korea in October and 
FIFA will have a better | 
idea about the possibility 
at that time.” 
Last month, Blatter 
played down the possibili- 
ty, saying it would be 
very difficult for the 
country, one of the 
few FIFA members 


will be jointly held 
by South Korea and 
Japan. 
A decision is due by 
November and would 
require one of the exist- 
ing venues in Japan or 
South Korea to give up 
matches. 
Mong-joon added that 
the collapse of 
FIFA’s marketing 


“The bankruptcy of ISL 
will not create any problem,” 
he said. 

“Tt may have some negative 
impact to a certain extent on 
the image of FIFA but the 
relationship between FIFA 
and the two organising com- 
mittees is a contractual rela- 
tionship and we have complet- 
ed all the contracts between 
the organising committees and 
FIFA.” 


“The answer is nothing 


compared to a great play-. 


et like George Weah in 
Liberia who is an ambas- 
sador to his country: and 
puts it fist,” Warmer 


big help - 
+0 Yorke atthe start of his 


career and felt especially: 
dose. x il 
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By Joe Russo 


inedine Zidane is set to leave Juventus and join Real 
Madrid for a world record amount of money. It 
would seem that Zidane, rated by many the world’s 
greatest player, is leaving a club that only a few weeks 
ago said he wasn’t for sale. 

New Juventus coach, Marcello Lippi, said that Zidane 
was staying put in Turin. 

However, Juventus is certainly not new to selling its 
stars if the prive is right. 

‘They make a Jot of money from the transaction and 
can bring on younger players instead. Hopefully these 
younger players will go on to be stars in their own right, 

‘When Juventus sold Roberto Baggio, a club favourite, 
to AC Milan, they brought along a young Alessandro 
Del Piero in his place. Now it is Zidane’s turn. 

‘The majestic Frenchman is one the greatest players 
ever to wear the famous black and white shirt. Along 
‘with Michel Platini and Baggio, he could truly be regard- 
¢d.as a club great, 

Given his status at the club, the sale of Zidane is still 
a little surprising. 

However, it is doubtful that Juventus would sell if it 
wasn't more advantageous for the club to do so in the 
fonger run, 

Juventus has been active in the transfer market with 
the acquisition of Parma and Italy's goalkeeper, 
Gianluigi Buffon. They have also added the great Czech 
Republic midfielder from Lazio, Pavel Nedved. 

Buffon is the fourth Italian international goalkeeper to 
play with the club in the last 25 years, His predecessors 
were Dino Zoff, Stefano Tacconi and Angelo Peruzzi. 

Nedved is a more controversial signing. In fact only 
‘on the weekend did Lazio President, Sergio Cragnotti, 
withdraw his resignation, Earlier in the week he said he 
was selling his majority share in the club after intense 
criticism from fans over the Nedved sale. 

Cragnotti is not new to intense criticism from the 
club's supporters, A few years ago when he sold 
Giuseppe Signori they almost rioted. . 

It will be interesting to see if Cragnotti remains at the 
helm because only two weeks it was reported that 
Nedved had signed a five-year contract with Lazio. 

OO 
N ‘ext season’s Serie A will feature four city derbies 
which is (Wo more than the previous competition. 

AC Milan y Inter, Roma v Lazio, Juventus y Torino 
and, for the first time in the Serie A, Verona Chievo. 

‘AC Milan y Inter has fost a lot of prestige in recent 
years. Where once these two clubs were right at each 
other’s throat because both were in title contention, they 
now simply fight it out for a UEFA Cup place, 

In the late 80's and early 90's this derby had a litle 
tore spice because both teams were captained by a 
Baresi — AC Milan had the legendary Franco Baresi at 
the helm and Inter had his older brother Giuseppe. 

‘The older Baresi, a left back, also played for Italy 
(1986 World Cup) but never reached the heights of the 
younger Franco, And, like Franco, hie too was loyal 10 his 
club. Giuseppe played his entire career at Inter and 
Franco his entire career at AC Milan. 

Commentators loved to retell the story on derby day 
how, when as juniors, Inter chose Giuseppe but rejected 
Franco because they said he was too small! Sadly their 
parents never got to sce their boys at their peak because 
both passed away when they were still teenagers. 

“Today the most contested derby is Roma v Lazio. 
‘They have always been bitter rivals but it is even more 
so now that both teams are dominating the Serie A. 
Roma’s Scudetto win this year was even sweeter because 
they took the title away from defending champions 
Lazio. 

In Turin, the city always stops for Juventus v Torino. 
Ttis like the city’s affluent against their poorer city rivals. 
One club with so many tides and so much glory in the 
last 50 years, while the other has a tragic plane crash 
(1949) in their history from which they never recovered 
— even though briefly in mid 70's they showed signs of 
recovery with a Scudetto in 1976. 

‘And, now in Verona there is another derby. Chievo, the 
fairytale team without many supporters, for the first time 
in the Serie A against Verona. It should really be most 
interesting to see who gets the better of the contests here. 


20 


over Cragnotti’s exit | 


ergio Cragnotti will remain 
Lazio president in the short- 
term after the Roman club’s 
board unanimously rejected his res- 
ignation. 

“Cragnotti has delayed his departure 
after the board threatened to resign en 
masse,” a Cirio spokesman confirmed. 

Cragnotti stunned the football world 
earlier last week when he announced 
his resignation after 100 fans threw bot- 
tles at his house and daubed graffiti on 
the walls in protest at the sale of mid- 
fielder Pavel Nedved to Juventus. “I 
don’t want to destroy Lazio, but | do 
want a quiet life,” he explained. 

“We will go further with our invest- 
ment campaign, we will still be among 
the shareholders,” he said. “But I will 
quit the board as well. 

The directors of Cirio must now 
decide Lazio’s investment strategy. 
But on Friday, the board unanimous- 
ly rejected his resignation. 

Cragnotti will still stand down from 
his position but is likely to remain at 
the club for two more months, accord- 
ing to the spokesmai 

A leading supporters’ group issued a 
statement demanding the Lazio chief's 


Nedved 
signs life 
contract 
with Juve 


avel Nedved has pledged to 
P= at Juventus until he retires 

from football. “I have got the 
same long-term contract that I had 
with Lazio,” revealed the Czech 
Republic star, who sealed a $39 mil- 
lion switch to Turin last week. “It will 
take me until the end of my career.” 

‘The midfielder, who turns 29 next 
month, confirmed the details of the con- 
troversial transfer from his holiday 
retreat at Skalna u Chebu on the Czech- 
German border. 

Nedyed’s shock move caused such 
uproar in Rome that Lazio president 
Sergio Cragnotti quit after disgruntled 
fans protested outside his home. 

In his defence, Cragnotti insisted he 
had not wanted Nedved to leave. But 
the Czech star explained that this was 
not the case. “The agreement between 
Juventus and Lazio already existed,” 
Nedved explained, “and it all depended 
on my decision.” 

The player’s agent Zdenek Nehoda 
confirmed that Nedved had signed a 
five-year contract with Juventus, who 
charted a private jet to whisk the Czech 
star to Turin to conclude the deal. 

“| feel a bit sad inside,” explained 
Nedved, who has now resumed his fam- 
ily holiday. “I have been at Lazio for the 
last five years, but I still want to achieve 
things in football, and 1 wouldn’t want 
this chance to pass me by.” 

“Juventus are a really great club,” he 
added. 
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head. The mob who damaged the front 
of Cragnotti’s mansion were also furi- 
‘ous at the imminent departure of Veron 
and their president’s apparent failure to 
land Barcelona star Rivaldo as his 
replacement. 

Cragnotti has built up Lazio from a 
frustratingly under-achieving club into 
4 major force in the European game 
since taking over in 1992. 

He was also the first Italian soccer 
president to float a club on the stock 
exchange. The businessman said he 
was putting his stake in the club up for 
sale as he wanted a calmer life. The 
last straw seems to have been a protest 
over the impending sale of Czech mid- 
fielder Pavel Nedved to Juventus. 

Some 200 Lazio fans laid siege to 
his house and anti-Cragnotti slogans 
were painted on the walls of the club's 
training camp. = 

“I'm tired of soccer. It has been a 
night I never believed could have hap- 
pened,” he said. 

Cragnotti had also faced protests 
over the likely departure of Argentine 
playmaker Juan Veron. Cragnotti said 
agreement had been reached with 
Manchester United. 

* The Lazio chief has threatened to 
quit on several occasions in the past 
after the club had been fined over racist 
chants and banners inside the stadium. 

“Lazio are sick of dealing with this 
low-grade minority of imbeciles. The 
players are sick of having their presti- 
gious achievements overshadowed by 
these yobs,” said Cragnotti. 

“J don’t see why I should continue to 
commit myself for these people,” he 
said. 


he private life of Fiorentina 
president Vittorio Cecchi Gori 
was called into question last 
Friday when Italian police investi- 
gating his business affairs discovered 
nine grams of cocaine in his luxury 
Palazzo Borghese villa in Rome. 
Cecchi Gori’s home and business 
offices in Rome and Florence were 
stormed by a crack troop of squadra 


'IDETOSHI NAKATA has revealed 


‘The Japanese superstar uit Roma ster ther 
ftle biumgh, seeking a new challenge at Enrio 
Tard “Why did I choose Parma?” he stated at 
a press conference, “They are’ team that [am 
interested in, that | appreciate. 

“Even if Roma won the 6lé and Parma fn 


‘ences. Even here. can fight for the title. But, 
‘basically. | think that | will play more here. This. 
is the most important reason whiy [left Roma 
Nakata feds next season wil be the most 
‘portant campsign of his fle, ahead -of the. 
‘World Cup finas in the Far Eat next summer. 
“The money is not impartant.” he declered. 
“Onkyo play is important 


NAKATA EXPLAINS PARMA MOVE 


‘shed fourth, 1 think there are not many differ: 


Lazio president, Sergio Cragnotti waving to the crowd in the Rome 
Olympic Stadium during the just-ended Serie A League campaign. 


FIORENTINA BOSS 
CAUGHT WITH DRUGS 


mobile in the early hours of the morn- 
ing on the orders of judges Luca Turco 
and Gabriele Mazzotta. 

They are currently investigating 
allegations of — money-laundering 
involving the Italian business mogul. 

But the inspectors discovered more 
than they had bargained for once 
Cecchi Gori’s maids, two Philippino 
girls, had given the squadro mobile 


“This could be the most important season in, 
say life. {will play in the Champions Leogue for 
the fast time, and then the World Cup. 


arrived yesterdey evening from Los Angeles. But 
the town is very similar to Perugia, itis quiet and. 


‘not had time to: speak with Ubuier.” 
‘President Stefano Tanzi commented: “Maybe 
‘Nakata is not the biggest name bat he is the ideal 


fox Perugia but Roma artivad on the sene 
before us With hi, many Japenese people wall 
anrive here so this could be the right ime to bald 
abigge Sadun! > 


access to the villa. 

Searching for documents to prove 
Cecchi Goris part in a money-lauder- 
ing scam4nvolving broker Aldo Ferrari 
and business associate Paulo Cardini, 
the inspectors stumbled upon Cecchi 
Gori dressed in silk pyjamas asleep 
alongside voluptuous television star 
Valeria Marini. 

The pair were caught off guard ina 
secret room behind a full-length mir- 
rored wall and Cecchi Gori’s evening 
of pleasure turned to pain when he was 
told to open his safety deposit box 
where three small bags of cocaine, 
three grams in each, were found. 

Despite facing criminal charges, 
Cecchi Gori is expected to emerge 
from the affair largely unscathed as his 
mother has a personal fortune estimat- 
ed at $230 million through her bus- 
band, who founded the Mario and 
Vitorrio Cecchi Gori Group. 

Fiorentina, meanwhile, are expected 
to stave off bankruptcy having reduced 
their debts through the sales of Portugal 
international Rui Costa to AC Milan 
for $32million and Italy goalkeeper 
Francesco Toldo to Internazionale for 
$24million. 


ARSENAL LANDS SOL IN 


TRANSFER COUP 


Jormer Tottenham defender Sol 
Fees has ended months of 

speculation about his future by 
signing a four-year contract with 
Arsenal, the premier league club’s 
north London arch-rivals. 

Although he was linked with some of 
Europe's leading clubs, including 
Barcelona, Inter Milan and Bayern 
Munich, Campbell decided to remain in 
England to boost his international 
prospects, 

“I was very keen to stay in the 
Premiership,” he said. “(England coach) 
Sven Goran Eriksson is here and the 
majority of games he sees are in 
England” the 26-year-old said after 
signing a four-year contract. 

“Tt was a big decision. I could have 
eamed more money by going abroad 
but I felt this was the place to be.” 

Campbell was available on a free 
transfer after tuning down the chance to 
extend his contract with Tottenham, the 
club he played for 315 times after sign- 
ing as a trainee in 1991, 

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger said 
he was delighted to recruit a player with 
40 international caps. 

“For me he is the best, I believe it is 
a huge signing in the history of the 
club,” Wenger said. 

“T felt he is a very ambitious guy 
who wants to play at the top level and 
that convinced me he was the right play- 
er for us.” 


SUNDERLAND 
SIGN FRENCH 
TEENAGER 


underland have 

French teenager David 

Bellion from French second 
division club Cannes, the 
Sunderland website reported last 
week, 

Bellion, a 19-year-old, has joined 
the English premier league club on 
a free transfer and is their fourth 
signing of the close-season. 

Peter Reid the Sunderland man- 
ager, has already signed French 
sitiker Lilian Laslandes, Argentine 
Nicolas Medina and Baki 
Mercimek since the end of fast sea- 
son, 

Réid hopes to make further 
acquisitions before the new cam- 
paign begins. “I’ve been in for play- 
ers and haven't been able to do 
deals, but T will keep trying and 
hopefully before we start there will 
be a couple more players in,” he 
told the website, 


Wenger said international considera- 
tions had been more important to 
Campbell than financial terms, no 
details of which were disclosed. 

“We could not compete financially 
with some of the European teams but I 
felt we could offer Sol something else, 
notably the chance to improve his inter- 
national prospects with a World Cup 
looming,” Wenger added. 

Arsenal, runners-up to Manchester 
United in the premier league for the past 
three seasons, have also signed striker 
Francis Jeffers from Everton for 10 mil- 
lion pounds and Dutch international 
Giovanni van Bronckhorst from 


NEW DEAL 
COMING FOR 
BECKHAM 


‘anchester United say 
they are confident of 
securing the future of 


David Beckham at the club after a 
second round of discussions with 
the England captain’s representa- 
tives, 

The Old Trafford club confirmed 
that contract talks had been held 
with the SFX agency - and that a fur- 
ther meeting should seal Beckham's 
new contract with the Premiership 
champions by the end of July. 

United's director of communica- 
tions Paddy Harverson 
first prelimin: 
held just before the FA Cup final in 
London. The latest meeting was the 
first detailed contract discussions. 

“Another meeting has been 
scheduled for before the end of the 
month, Talks are progressing well 
and satisfactorily and Manchester 
United remain confident of complet- 
ing the process of securing all its 
players on new contracts before the 
end of the season.” 

Beckham, 26, has (wo years left 
on his current deal, which is worth 
around £28,000-a-week. United are 
anxious to agree a new deal now as 
part of their on-going process of 
tying up their best players on long- 
term contracts, 

Beckham, who has said all along 
that he wants to stay at Old Trafford 
despite strong interest from home 
and abroad, can expect a huge hike 
in his wages. He will be offered a 
deal which will put him at least on a 
par with Roy Keane, who is current- 
ly the club's top. 

Meanwhile, United manager Sir 
Alex Ferguson is hoping to sign a 
new goalkeeper as back-up for 
France international Fabien Barthez, 
Second-choice Raimond van der 
Gouw is now 38 years old and, as 
20-year-old Paul Rachubka has been 
used reluctantly. Ferguson is target- 
ting a new recruit, 


Glasgow Rangers for 8.5 million 
pounds since the end of last season. 

They are also poised to buy England 
goalkeeper Richard Wright from 
Ipswich, though the possible departure 
of French midfielder Patrick Vieira, 
who has said he wants to leave the club, 
would be a considerable blow to 
Wenger's plans. 

Campbell said it had been a difficult 
decision to quit Spurs, who tried hard to 
keep him. 

“T spent a lot of years at Tottenham 
and played my heart out, but the time 
comes when you have to re-consider,” 
he said, 

“I have done everything right.” 


Emmanuel Petit: Thinks Man Utd’s glory days 


are over. 
rance’s Emmanuel Petit, who has set his 
sights on winning the premier league 
with Chelsea, believes Manchester 
United's supremacy is about to end. 


verton chief executive Michael 

Dunford has expressed his frus- 

tration over the signing of 
Tomasz Radzinski from Belgian club 
Anderlecht. 

Canadian intemational Radzinski was 
top scorer in the Belgian league last sea- 
son With 23 goals and is keen to move to 
the English premier league, according to 
the Goodison Park team’s official web- 
Site. 

The two clubs cannot agree a fee, how- 
ever, with Everton prepared to offer 3.5 
tnillion pounds and Anderlecht holding 
out for 5 million. 

The Merseysiders want to seal the 
transfer by the start of next week. 

“Discussions are on-going and we 
would hope for some positive news on the 


STALEMATE OVER RADZINSKI'S 
- EVERTON MOVE 


England international defender, Sol Campbell (left) in a handshake with 
Arsenal's manager, Arsene Wenger moments after agreeing to join the London 
— club form Tottenham Hotspurs. J 


Petit sees end to Man. Utd Reign 


“T feel that a cycle is about to end 
| for United. Manchester players have 
had an exceptional gecord for the last 
eight years but they are human 
beings.” the midfielder told soccer 
magazine France F 

“All the great clut ven AC Milan 
or Juventus, have gone through the 
¢ problem at one time or anoth- 


er’ 

Petit, 30, joined Chelsea last week 
from Barcelona in a 7.5 million 
pound move. 

The midfielder, who has signed a 
three-year deal, spent three seasons 
with Arsenal afier joining in 1997 
and helped them win the league and 
FA Cup double in 1998, 

He went to Barcelonaast season, in 
a double move with Arsenal's Dutch 
winger Mare Overmars, but failed to 
Secure a regular first-team slot at the Catalan 
club. 

‘The Frenchman said he was keen to retum 


Tomasz Radzinski 


player in the early part of next week,” 
Dunford said. “We are very interested in 
bringing Tomasz Radzinski to Goodison, 
but there will be a time scale on our inter- 
est.” a 
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to English football after his disappointing 
spell with the Spanish club, ~ 

“I realised last year how much I missed 
England, It was important for me to st 
London and Chelsea made it clear they want- 
ed me,” he.said, 

ve Petit, a key player for his country when 
France won the 1998 World Cup and the 2000 
European Championship, told France Football 
that Tottenham -and Arsenal had also 
approached him. 

“Like Glenn Hoddle and it was embarrass- 
ing to have to tell him that I couldn’t decently 
play for the Spurs who are Arsenal’s mortal 
enemy”, he said. 

“Arsenal also approached me but it was 
late. I never really considered going back to 
Arsenal even if the idea went through my 
mind for sentimental reasons. 


LOVAK STAR 
GETS BORO 
ALL-CLEAR 


lovakia international Szilard 
Girt is close to joining English 
premier league Middlesbrough 
after being granted a work permit. 
A spokesman for the British govern- 
ment's Home Office (Interior Ministry) 
told Sky Sports television: : 

“Middlesbrough’s application for a work 
permit for Szilard Nemeth has been 
approved. It becomes effective for 60 
months. 

The Inter Bratislava striker, top-scorer in 
the Slovakian League for the last two sea- 
sons, becomes. the first signing for new 
Middlesbrough manager Steye McClaren, 
Former Middlesbrough manager Bryan 
Robson was in charge of the Riverside 
Stadium club when Nemeth signed a pre- 
contract agreément in April. 

Nemeth’s Bratislava contract expired on 
June 30. 
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arcelona’s Carlos Rexach 
B= a two-year contract to 
continue as coach of the 
Spanish first division club last week. 

Rexach took over following the sack- 
ing of Llorenc Serra Ferrer in April and 
managed to clinch a place in the 
Champions League qualifiers as a 
Rivaldo hat-trick gave his side a 3-2 win 
‘over Valencia on the final day of the 
season. 

“T know it’s a difficult moment for 
the club but we have to recognise that 
we'ye made mistakes and then correct 
them,” Rexach said. 

Barca have already started their 
rebuilding process after a season spent 
struggling for consistency and failing to 
match the vibrant football of champions 
Real Madnd. 

Brazilian midfielders Geovanni and 
Fabio Rochemback, along with French 
defender Philippe Christanval, were all 
due to be presented as Barca players last 
week. 

‘The club are also close to agreeing 
the signing of Swedish defender Patrik 
Andersson from Bayern Munich. 

Deals for Argentines Juan Roman 
Riquelme and Javier Saviola are cur- 
rently on hold, however. 

“Riquelme and Saviola are both great 
players and if they sign tomorrow 
they'll be welcome,” Bexach said. 


eorgia midfielder Georgi 

Kinkladze has given Derby 

County a boost by committing 
the 2001-02 season to the Rams. “41 will 
still be wearing the Derby shirt next 
term,” he told onefootball.com. 

Kinkladze hopes that Jim Smith's 
side, who finished in 17th spot in the 
Premiership last term, can avoid another 
scrape with relegation next time out. 

“We should be pleased we're still in 
the Premiership as we were close to the 
drop,” he said. “We can’t let that happen 
again — but we should be stronger.” 

The playmaker did nonetheless admit 
he may have snubbed another season at 
Pride Park had he made more of an 
impression last term. 

“T had two operations last season and 
was out for a lot of matches,” he 
explained. “I wasn’t able to perform to 
my best and that’s why I’ve had no seri- 
ous offers.” 

Kinkladze played 23 Premiership 
clashes in the last campaign, scoring just 
once. 

The Georgian arrived in England 
when he signed for Manchester City in 
1995. He went on to hit 22 goals in 121 
appearances before joining Dutch giants 
‘Ajax for £5 million. 

After more than a year in the reserves, 
Jim Smith took a gamble and brought 
the player to Derby on loan in November 
1999, At the end of April 2000, Derby 
paid £3 million to make the move per- 


_ Manent. 


“But the positions they play in are 
well covered and at the moment they're 
not priority signings. 

“The players that we have signed 
may not be so well known but they have 
great futures and can become great play- 
ers. 

“We can’t afford to make the mis- 
takes of previous years in having the 
three or four best players in the world 
but not having a team.” 

Barca president Joan Gaspart reiterat- 
ed that Rivaldo was not for sale, after 
the Brazilian was linked again over the 
weekend with a move to Lazio. 

“T’ve even leamed how to say it in 
Chinese,” said Gaspart. “I've said it so 
many times: he’s not for sale.” 


numbered. 


araguay international goal- 
Pi Jose Luis Chilayert 

could be on his way to J- 
League club FC Tokyo. 


The flamboyant 35-year-old, who 
currently plays for French Cup holders 
Strasbourg, told the Sports Nippon 
daily that he was interested in a move to 
the Japanese capital. 

*T have had an offer from a team in 
Tokyo,’ Chilavert, a favourite of the 
fans at the three-nation Kirin Cup tour 
nament, told the newspaper before 
Paraguay’s 2-0 loss to Japan in 
Sapporo. 

Sports Nippon said Chilavert could 
join FC Tokyo for the: start of the J- 
League's second stage on August 11 but 
a spokesman for FC Tokyo said the club 
have made no formal approach. 

“We haven't made an offer or had 


VAN DER SAR TO 
LEAVE FOR BUFFON 


Edwin Van Der Sar: Juve days are 


Carlos Rexach 


uyentus have clinched the 

signing of Italy goalkeeper 

Gianluigi Buffon from 
Parma in a £32.6million deal. 

While Buffon, 23, joins the 
Bianconeri, Juve are sending 26- 
year-old midfielder Jonathan 
Bachini to Parma. - 

The goalkeeper’s arrival all but 
guarantees the departure of Dutch: 
international keeper Edwin yan 
der Saar from the Stadio Delle 
Alpi. 

Buffon said: ‘Juventus are a very. 
ig team and I’m sure we are 
going to win lots of trophies. 

Buffon. an Italian international 
will most certainly displace 
Dutchman Van Der Sar from the 
number one spot move which 
will force Van Def Sar to another 
club in a quest to keep his interna- 
tional carcer alive, 


Jose Luis Chilavert 
talks but Chilavert told me in 1998 that 


he wanted to’ play in Tokyo,’ club 
spokesman Yutaka Murabayashi said. 


@. ABsw ser 
oot, we 


—— WORLD == 


Zinedine Zidane: World record move to Real 
Madrid nearly sealed. 


been signed to coach first division club Sparta 
Rotterdam on a three-year contract, the club said 
last week. 

Rijkaard, who played for Ajax Amsterdam and AC Milan 
and earned 73 caps, has been out of a job, since he quit the 
Dutch national team after the 2000 European championship 
finals, his first-ever coaching job. 

He replaces Willem van Hanegem, another former Dutch 
international player. 


FR" Dutch national coach Frank Rijkaard has 


Van Hanegem, 
former 
Feyenoord and 
AZ = Alkmaar 
coach, agreed in 
February to 
coach relega- 
tion-threatened 
Sparta until the 
— end of the sea- 
son. 

He decided not 
to extend his 
stay with the 
club after help- 
ing keep them in 
the top flight 
when they saved 
their place in 
last month's 
play-offs. 
Sparta have 
| never been rele- 
{ gated in their 


112-year histo- 
Frank Rijkaard ry. 


revealed why the Serie A club are poised to 

sell World Player of the Year Zinedine Zidane 
to Real Madrid in a deal reportedly worth a world 
record $60.48 million. 

“Why is Zidane leaving Juventus? The answer is 
very simple,” he was quoted as saying by Spanish 
sports daily Marca. 

“First because he has expressed his desire to leave 
and second because the Real president Florentino 
Perez was absolutely determined to take him to 
Madrid.” 

Moggi added that the deal for Zidane, who played 
in the French sides that won the 1998 World Cup and 
Euro 2000, was not completely closed but said that his 
departure was “more than likely”. 

When asked about the astronomical cost of the 
deal, Moggi replied that it was a reflection of the qual- 
ity of the player. 

“Itis true that he is extremely expensive, but they 
are paying this price because Zinedine Zidane is sim- 
ply the best player in the world.” 

Moggi suggested that the details of the deal were 
likely to be finalised on Tuesday. Juventus are them- 
selves spending heavily on the transfer market. 

They have brought in goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon 
and French defender Lilian Thuram from Parma and 
now look close to completing the signing of Czech 
international midfielder Pavel Nedved from Serie A 
rivals Lazio. 

According to earlier reports on Spanish radio sta- 
tion Cope last week, Real president Florentino Perez 
met Juventus general manager Luciano Moggi in 
Switzerland and a transfer fee of 12,800 million pese; 
tas ($65.16 million) was agreed for the French inter- 
national midfielder. 

That would smash the $56.1 million Real paid 
Barcelona to buy Luis Figo out of his contract last 
year. 

But Moggi told reporters last month, when specu- 


KOVACEVIC 
BOUND FOR 
VALENCIA 


alencia 
are close i 
to signing a = 


Yugoslav inter- 
national striker | 
Darko Koyacevic |” 
from Juventus, 
according to the |. 
Spanish club’s | 
president Pedro _ 
Cortes. 3 

“Negotiations 
are quite advanced 
and we are close 
to reaching a deal, 
but nothing defini- 
tive has yet been 
agreed,” 

Cortes was quot- 
ed as saying in the Spanish press. 

“I cannot say anything more until the deal is 
completely closed,” he added. 

Tf the deal, reported to be worth over $16 
million, goes through it will signal the start of 
the Yugoslav’s second spell in Spain, 

He scored 41 goals in three seasons with 
Real Sociedad before joining Juventus in 1999 
for $19 million. 


J= general manager Luciano Moggi has 


Darko Kovacevic 


lation was rife about a possible Real bid for Zidane, 
that there was no question of selling their star player. 

“Whatever is said in Spain doesn’t affect us in the 
slightest,” Moggi said at the time. “The agents and the 
radio stations are trying to bring him to Spain but he 
is not going.” 

Zidane, World Player of the Year in 1998 and 2000, 
has been a target of Perez ever since he announced his 


 Tidane’s record Madrid deal explained 


candidacy for the Real club presidency last summer, 

Perez promised then to bringin Figo from 
Barcelona and do whatever possible to add Zidane to 
the Real roster. 

“I only want to bring the best players to Real 
Madrid,” he has consistently said since winning the 
presidential election and taking over from Lorenzo 
Sanz, ‘ 


AC Milan s 


hell-out 


$61m for Costa, Inzaghi 


jiorentina’s Portuguese 
Primera midfield- 

er Rui Costa signed a 
five-year contract with AC 
Milan, the Milan Serie A 
club. 

“It's 99.9 percent certain 
that Rui Costa belongs to AC 
Milan,” a spokesman told 
Reuters. “He signed a contract 
after he completed a medical.” 
The spokesman added that the 
transfer was worth around 80 
billion lire ($35 million). 

They also signed Italy inter- 
national striker Filippo Inzaghi 
from Serie A rivals Juventus. 
Milan's official website said 
Inzaghi had signed a five-year 
contract with the club and that 
Christian Zenoni had moved to 
Juventus in part-exchange. 

No details of the transfer fee 
were given but media reports 
had put Milan’s offer at 60 bil- 
lion lire ($26.20 million) for 
the 27-year-old striker, 

Inzaghi joined Juventus in 
the summer of 1997 after 
becoming top scorer in Serie A 
with 24 goals for Atalanta. 

But after establishing him- 
self as Alessandro Del Piero’s 
strike partner, he lost his place 
towards the end of last season 
to Frenchman —— David 
‘Trezeguet. 

Cash-strapped Fiorentina 
announced last week that Rui 
Costa and —_ goalkeeper 
Francesco Toldo had been sold 
to Parma, but the two players 
rejected the moves. 

Rui Costa, who joined 
Fiorentina from Benfica in 
1994, has emerged as one of 
the best playmakers in Serie A 
during his seven seasons in 
Florence. 

The move completed an 
impressive series of deals for 
Milan as they seek to strength- 
en their squad for next season. 

The club also announced 
that Ukrainian striker Andriy 
Shevchenko has signed a one- 
year extension to his current 
contract, keeping him at the 
San Siro until June 2006. 

New coach Fatih Terim will 
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Filippo Inzaghi 


internati 


World Cup finals in France. 


iddlesbrough 
Mier Gary 
Z Pallister is retiring 
after losing his battle against 
injury. 

The 36-year-old former 
Manchester United and 
England player underwent 
surgery on his back last season 
after managing only nine 
games. 

“Following the back opera- 
tion, a subsequent injury to a 
nerve in my foot has forced 
me to relu¢tantly make his 
decision,” he said in a state- 
ment on the premier league 
club’s website. 


MOROCCAN 
STAR AT LILLE 


ille, who are in the third qualifying round of the 
Champions League in August, have signed Moroccan 
Salaheddine Bassir from Spain’s 
Deportivo Coruna, the French club announced last week. 
Bassir, 28, was a member of Morocco’s squad in the 1998 


No details of the transfer fee were given. 


Pallister hangs boots 


also be able to 
call on Spanish 


striker Javi 
Moreno and 
Romanian 
wing-back 
Cosmin Contra, 
who oth 
moved to Milan 
from UEFA 
Cup finalists 
Alaves last 
month. 

Milan have 
sold young 


striker Gianni 
Commandini to 
Atalanta for 30 
billion Italian 
lire ($13.13 mil- 
lion). 


Middlesbrough manager 
Steve McClaren added: “Gary 
has enjoyed a fantastic career 
as one of the game’s best 
defenders with 
Middlesbrough, Manchester 
United and England. 

“On behalf of everyone at 
the club, I'd like to thank Gary 
for all his efforts and wish him 
all the very best inwhat ever 
he decides to do next.” 

Pallister made 438 appear- 
ances for Manchester United 
after joining from 
Middlesbrough in 1989 for a 
then British record fee of 2.3 
million pounds. 
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3 POMPEI) 


* (Clockwise from left) Argentina's 

Andres D’Alessandro (front) is i si 

challenged by Ghana’s Emmanuel Vi 
Pappoe in the final. 


* Argentina’s under-20 soccer team cele- 
brating their victory after beating Ghana 
in the final. 


* Ghana's John Mensah sits sulking on 
the field after their under-20 soccer 
team lost to Argentina in the final match 
of the FIFA World Youth Championship 


* Paraguay’s Gabriel Estigarribia (right) 
takes the ball from Egypt's Ahmed Abou 
El Amayem in the consolation match. 


* Argentina’s Javier Saviola (right) 
stands in front of FIFA president Joseph 
Blatter (C) as he holds awards for 
highest scorer and best player in the 
FIFA World Youth Championship, and 
Argentine head coach 
Jose Pekerman (left) 
holds the trophy 


